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ears or during the war, were entitled to land; | 








those who enlisted for any other period were not | d 


entitled. Many of the persons who enlisted for 


‘short of one year before the termination of 


riod of twelve months; while most of the per- 
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two, presented a different question, and .was in 


sors who enlisted for other periods, served a much || order. 


longer time. Indeed, there were very many en- 


jisements under the act of December 10, 1814, and 


which gave three hundred and twenty acres to 
each recruit, who were scarcely mustered into ser- 
vice before their term of enlistment expired. 

jt is very evident that the soldier who served 


portions of the war are as much entitled to bounty 


twelve and eighteen months during the hardest | 


jand as those who were so fortunate as to enlist 
just as the war closed. By other statutes the 


‘wilitia were called into service for different periods | 


not exceeding six months at any one time. The 
militia were not entitled to bounty land, and many 
of them went into the service, not voluntarily but 
by constraint, and served much longer than many 
who, by the terms of their enlistment, received 
one hundred and sixty acres of land. It seems, 
therefore, at least equitable that those who have 


rendered: meritorious service in the war of 1812 || 


should be placed upon the same footing, and those 
that have not received bounty land, should now 


receive that measure of justice that has been solong || 


delayed. 1 shall therefore, Mr. Chairman, vote 


to give bounty lands to the officers and soldiers of | 


the war of 1812 who have not heretofore received 
such land. I shall only vote to give it to those 
who are now alive, or the widows of such as were 
married before the last peried ef their husband’s 
service, I do not concur with gentlemen in the 
opinion that this donation will absorb ail of our 
public domain, nog do | believe it will have the 
tendency to make land warrants worthless. 


| have made some estimate of the amount that | 


may be taken by the men engaged in the war of 
1812, and I do not believe it will exceed three 
millions of acres, while many gentlemen have 
supposed it would amount to forty or fifty millions. 
Of the enlisted army there were twenty thousand 
only but what have already received bounty land; 


of this number, it is probeble three fourths have | 


already gone to “ that bourn from whence no travel- 


er returns,” Jeaving only about five thousand to be || 


provided for. From the best data I can find, I 
cannot believe that the number of the militia 
who served six months will exceed sixty-five 


thousand, and those who served three months | 


will notexceed one hundred thousand, Estimating 
that only one fourth of these now survive, (and 
after a lapse of thirty-five years, this estimate 
would seem reasonable), and we have only 
about sixteen thoasand who served for six months, 
and twenty-five thousand who served for three 
months, to be the recipients of our gratuity. | 


_ know, sir, the contemplated bill embraces other 


service, but inasmuch as | have not made any 
examination ef the probable numbers who have 
served in other wars, I shall not venture an opinion 
upon this subject. Believing, however, that the 
number is not solarge as to produce the disastrous 
“ongequences that some gentlemen have imagined, 
I shall give the bill my cordial support. 

he question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 


: Mr. EVANS said he would propose a substitute 
or the bill. 
Fe sent usage ales he _meiion jens of 
ere a y pending a substitute 
offered by the quelemen from indiana, [Mr. At- 
BERTSON. | 
Mr. SACKETT moved the 
ment to the amendment: 
¢ ‘That no person shall be 
wy eda nett 
t and to 


nto the actual possessi 
may be entitled. sieu 


following amend- 


; 
| 
} 


| 





Mr. SACKETT said, he offered the amendment | 
in all frankness, and hoped it would be acceptable | 
If this amendment is | 
adopted it will remove from the bill its most ob- | 
jectionable feature; it will make, as | believe, the | 
bill acceptable to a large majority of this House. | 
As the bill now stands, the effect of it will be to | 


to the friends of the bill. 


throw a hundred millions of your public lands, in 
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been voted down on two distinct votes yester- \ more new lands into market, and by the low price 


ay. ' 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order, || 
during the war, enlisted ander acts that were on the ground that, although two propositions had || 
been voted on, which, together, amounted to the | 
the war, and could not, therefore, have served a || same provision, yet an amendment embodying the | West has always been in favor of reducing the price 


|| of the public lands. 


at which this scrip can be bought. The people of 
the West, who know their own interest as well as 
you eastern gentlemen do, are in favor of this bill. 
Western members here are all in favor of it, The 


For years the people there 

| have been endeavoring, through their members of 
Congress, to procure such reduction. Their object 
now by this bill is not only to do justice to the 
old soldiers, but to make the public lands cheaper 
and more easily to be obtained. 

Mr. SACKETT.. Lask the gentleman whether 
this reduction of the price of lands, when you 
throw so much of this scrip into market, does not 
fall on the soldiers at last? 





the form of land warrants, into your markets; this | 


will inevitably depreciate their value to a very low 
point. 


the bill; so that, in fact, your soldiers, who are in- | 


tended to be benefited b 
ceive little or nothing. 
ted to be true. 


this measure, will re- 
hese facts are all admit- 


i} months’ soldier will 
This, indeed, is admitted by the friends of | 


j 


Mr. DUNHAM. Sir, the warrant of a twelve 
always be good for one 
hundred and sixty acres of land, and as good 
land, too, as ever the sun shone upon. — Its value 
can never get below that; and in the West, sir, one 


|| hundred and sixty acres of land makes a very 


1 believe this amendment will, in | 
|| a degree at least, prevent these consequences. | 
|| The soldiers do not ordinarily go on to their | 


bounty land, they generally sell their right to | 


others. No one denies this fact. Certainly the 
friends of this bill should do all they can to sectire 


to the soldier the benefits intended by it—that is | 


the intention I have in offering this amendment. 
If we shall require actual occupancy before title 


shall be given, those land warrants will be kept out | 


of your stock market, and only such lands will be 
on sale as are wanted for actual settlement. It 
will practically secure more to the soldier than any 
other feature of the bill. 

There was an amendment offered yesterday re- 
quiring the soldier to actually occupy the land be- 
fore he should receive title. That amendment may 
well have been deemed by the friends of the bill 
as objectionable, because the soldiers do not ordi- 
narily occupy the land themselves. But, sir, this 


amendment avoids all that difficulty, it allows the | 
title to pass as soon as any actual settler can be | 


found; and this presents fairly to the friends of 


this bill for speculators and land-jobbing operators, 
or for the soldiers who have composed our armies 
and fought our battles. This amendment will 
give to them the benefit of the law; the bill with- 
out it, secures all its fruits to scheming, intriguing 


| agents and land monopolizers. 





: according to our present strength, and we 


This provision will prove of great benefit to the 
western country. It will cause actual settlement 
under these warrants, and will prevent those lands 


going into the hands of large holders, who live in | 


some foreign place or country, greatly to the pre- 
judice of the new States. 


1 ask a vote on this amendment, so that we may 


see who are in favor of these lands going to the | 
soldiers and to actual settlers under them, and who | 
are in favor of their going to land monopoly spec- || 


ulators. 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of — 

Mr. DUNHAM. I renew the amendment. 
Surely, sir, the West ought to be greatly obliged 
to the old States of the East. They have been 
for years exercising a sort of guardianship over 
us, and they seem disposed still to continue to 
do so. Eastern gentlemen act and speak as if 
they thought we had not yet come to years of 
discretion; that we do not know what is for our 
own benefit. Now, we wish it distinctly under- 
stood, that we think we are perfectly able to take 
care of ourselves; that we have interests, and we 
intend to protect and foster them; that we have 
rights, and we mean to maintain them. Give us 
but another census, so that we shall be represented 


will convince gentlemen that we are both capable 
of taking care of ourselves and determined to do 
so. We have submitted to the stepdame care and 
authority of the older States as long as we intend 
to, and they may as well know it. One great ob- 


jection urged s of this bill is, 


sat itn: effect wilt be to reduce the price of lands. 
Where? At the West, by throwing so much 


|| this measure the question, whether they intend | 


snug farm; and upon a good farm in that coun- 
try a man can make a first-rate living for himself 
and family. Then, sir, you can never reduce the 
price of such a warrant so but what it can be 
made to secure a comfortable support for the re- 
cipient in his old age, and a good homestend for 
his family. 

Mr. SACKETT. Don’t the gentleman know 
that but few soldiers will go there? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Itis enough for us to know 
that we do our duty, that we do them justice, that 
we give them achance to go there. If they are 
too old to improve the land themselves, give them 
a chance to settle their children upon it, who will 
improve it, and secure to their parents e comforta- 
ble home in the evening of their hfe, which per- 
haps they are not now able todo. Many of these 
old soldiers are now in the West. I can assure 
|| the gentleman that many more of these warrants 
|| will be located by those to whomm@hey are granted. 
than he imagines. He need not think that because 
a few speculators in the eastern cities hold large 
|| numbers of the Mexican land warrants, that the 

bulk of them are there; I know that with those 
warrants, thousands upon thousands of acres of 
land have been entered by the persons to whom 
they were issued. Much land has been soentered, 
which had been years in the market, and would not 
| have been entered in any other way for years to 
come, if at all, until the price was reduced. 1 again 
say to gentlemen, they need take no trouble about 
the effect of this bill upon the price of land; your 
farms east of the mountains will not be reduced 
in vaiue by it. It will be the farms of the West, 
which lie in the vicinity of these lands, which wil 
be thus entered ata cheaper rate. And, sir, we 
|| know that though it may operate to temporarily 
reduce the marketable value of our farms, tts effest 
will be to fill up our country with an enterprising 
and industrious population, who will improve 
those wild lands; that it will increase the wealth 
and commerce of our country, and thus produce a 
| reaction, which will not only bring them back to 
their original value, but far increase it. At any 
|| rate, this objection catP only affect us of the West, 
|| and we feel perfectly competent to take care of our- 
| selves, without any of this factious interference 
| from eastern gentlemen. We are willing to abide 
| by the result, and though it affect injuriously, the 
| people of the West, they have too much noble gen- 
| erosity to stop to selfishly calculate their own 
) interests, while duty and gratitude prompt them to 
} 
1} 
i 


action. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, renewed 
it, and said: Mr. Chairman, | have renewed the 
amendment for the purpose of making a few re- 

| marks in regard to the course of the opposition to 
this bill. Two years ago, a similar bill was intro- 
duced into this House. Those opposed to it were 
| untiring in their proposed amend ments—they per- 
| severed, until through inattention or weariness, 
amendment after amendment was adopted, and the 
| bill, thas loaded, wentdown. Now, sir, the same 


course of action is attempted. The industrious 
| and able gentleman ‘rom Maryland, (Mr. Evawi;} 
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entleman from 

New York, (Mr. Sacxert,] who has offered the 
resent amendment, and as well as several others, 

do not eateem as-friends to the bill. Sir, the 


present amendment provides that the soldier | 
who should be a recipient of it as a grant for his | 
patriotic services, shall only be entitled to it || 
on the condition of paying for it by performing | 


the duties of an actual seitler. This would bea | 
most peculiar liberality on the part of the Govern- | 
ment. Sir, my advice to the friends of this meas- 


ure of justice to the soldier is, to vote down all | 


amendments proposed by those who do not favor 
any proposition to give landsto the soldier. A 
few days ago an associations of the friends of the 
measure held a meeting on this subject in this Hall. | 
They agreed on the principles of a bill, and that I 
think should pass, if 1 understand its provisions. 
it gives the bounty of land to the surviving sol- 


dier, or the surviving widow of such soldier. In || 


this way the oe of the Government will be 
justly dispensed, an 

eighty millions of acres of land is to be given 
away will notexist. It is the only measure that 
can pass. The soldier who served three months 


and upwards will be provided for. The gentleman || 


from Maryland [Mr. Evans] is opposed to giving 
volunteers, who served six, twelve, or eighteen 
months, and endured the hardships of a campaign, 
if those who fought, it may be, for a day or an hour 
do not getitalso. My sense of justice is not of this | 
nature. I will not refuse to the meritorious what 
is justice, because those less so do not receive the 
same measure of liberality. Sir, let us act, vote, | 
and dispose of this question. 
war of 1812, the volunteers and drafted militia, if 


there was ever a class of soldiers that deserve a |! 


bounty it is this class, They got no bounty land— 
no bounty as did soldiers on enlistment. They 
served six, twelve, and eighteen months’ tours, 
and served faithfully. Now, sir, what pay did a 
volunteer who served eighteen months get? One 
hundred and forty dollars for the suffering, danger, | 
and privations for this long period. This was all— | 
less than we get for three weeks’ service here. | 
Justice requires we should pay them now. 
sir, compensate them out of our abundance. 

He withdrew amendment. 

Mr. CALVIN renewed the amendment. Al- | 
though (said Mr. C.) much has been said against 


ence (o that subject, should not pass. 
orable chairman of the Committee on Revolution- | 


ary Pensions knows, that if these donations are || 


restricted to those who performed three months’ 


the surviving soldier, or the widow of the deceased | 


soldier, not more than three or four millions of || 
acres would be required to meet all the requisitions |) 
It has been urged that it will affect || 


of the bill. 
the price of the public land if a large quantity go 
inte the hands of speculators, who will have a 
direct interest in keeping up the price. Whether | 
this will be so or not is to me utterly unimportant. | 
Ope thing is clear, that it will furnish the soldier | 


with from forty to one hundred aud sixty acres of || 


land, which will enable him to support himself 
and his family. 

Now I| cannot see, for my part, why the soldiers | 
who fought in the war of 18]2, and those who 


the Florida war, should not be provided for. | 
‘Their claims are certainly as meritorious as those | 
of the soldiers who fought in the war with Mexico; 
and I merely rose to express the hope that the 
friends of the bill will persevere in voting down 
all amendments which are not offered with a view 
to promote the objects which the friends of the bill 
have in view. 

it is poteny evident that there is a majority | 
of this House who are in favor of passing some 
bill calculated to reward the soldiers who served 
in these various wars, and I trust that the bill will 
be allowed to pass and to become a law. 

He withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, as agreed, re- 
newed the amendment, and said, that a general | 
debate and the exhaustion of time had been the 
remedy resorted to, to defeat this measure; con- 
sequently, he had thought silence to be the task of 
its every true friend. - 


"* 


the argument that sixty or || 


The soldiers of the |! 


Yes, || 


, that from the first he had 
been a true friend of this measure. Not of this, 
or any other bill, but of a bill which, in its reward 
and bounty to our best citizens, should devote and 
give up as reward the millions of acres of land to 
the people who were native born and true to our 
| country and who had fought for these results,—not 
to give them up to the whole world. 


nursed by so many kind friends it was destroyed. 

He had voted for it then until it became a monster 

in legislation, and then he had voted to destroy it. 
The motives of the gentlemen had then been to 

| destroy the bill by their amendments; they had 
succeeded, and ‘their motive was now the same. 
It was palpable—no one could deny it. 

There were many most serious subjects awaiting 
the action of Congress. This ought to be disposed 
of, for of all these subjects this was one of the 

| most inconsiderable to the national happiness. 

Gentlemen still continue to offer amendments to 

| this bill. It is all stuff, srurr, STUFF. The 


House will see it in a short time. 


The friends of this measure, after a full consid- | 


| eration and full coricession of all extremes, framed 
la bill. 
The real gist of the matter will then be before you. 
This is an outside battle, a litigious fight and an 


| annoyance, and nothing more. The real Richmond 
| is to come. 
|| from Ohio, (Mr. Mitier.]} 


it is to be offered by the gentleman 


I hope, therefore, gentiemen will let this worth- 


| less bill go-by, and offer their amendments to the | 


substitute—for the substitute is the result of fair 
deliberation, concession, and compromise, on the 
part of those who really favor this measure. 

He withdrew the amendment. 


| asked a vote. 


Mr. McMULLEN called for the reading of the || 


| amendment; which was read. 


The question was wken, and the amendment | 


was rejected. 
Mr. SCHENCK offered the following amend- 
ment to the amendment: 


Provided, That no assignment of any !and warrant issued 


| such assignment shall be made after the actual issue and 
delivery of the warrant to the person or persons entitled 
| thereto, endorsed ujon the warrant itself, acknowledged 


|| before a justice of the peace or ouber officer authorized to 
granting bounty lands, yet 1 am free to confess, || 


sir, that nothing that has been said satisfies my || 
mind that some well-matured measure, in refer- || 
The hon- | 


witnesses. 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, made the 
point of order against the amendment that it had 
| two or three times been offered substantially, and 
voted down, It had once been offered, he be- 


'| lieved, by the gentleman from Georgia, (Mr. Har- | 
service and upwards, and if they be restricted to || 


ALSON. | 


The amendment offered yesterday by Mr. Har- 
ALSON was read, and, afier some conversation, 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 


Mr. SCHENCK. Ihave scarcely made up m 


|| mind whether | shall vote for this bill or not. It 
|, depends very much upon the shape which it may 
ulumately assume; and upon the classts of per- || 


sons to whom the benefits of the bill are to be ex- 
tended. 

| 4 cannot agree with the gentleman over the way, 
that we ought not to endeavor to amend the bill, 


|| or that we ought to wait until the substitute, which 


| he says has been agreed upon ma caucus, has 


|| been proposed. 
fought under Wayne, and @hose who fought in || 


I do not know whether the friends of the bill 
| have decided yet what the particular form of that 
| Substitute shall be. 1 was not a party to that ar- 
| Fangement, or present at the meeting said to have 


| 


| been held; though of that | do not complain, for | 


| might have attended, | suppose, if 1 had thought 
| of t, or been so inclined. 1 offer this amendment, 
| and desire a vote upon it. 
| My desire is, that if the bill is to pass at all, it 
| shall be hedged round with such guards as shall 
| make it of some value to those for whose ben- 
| efit it is intended. | do not know a better rule 
| than to profit from the experience of the past. A 
bounty land bill was passed for the benefit of the 
soldiers who served in the Mexican war, and its 
| provisions were so loose, and the construction of 
| its meaning at the departments so ineffective for 
the protection of the soldier, that perhaps not in 
one instance of twenty—of a hundred—of a thou- 
sand—has the land itself, or anything like the 
value of the land, reached him for whose advan- 


Two years ago this measure was here, and was | 


It will appear here as THE swBSTITUTE. | 


Mr. GORMAN renewed the amendment, and 


under the provisions of this act shall be held to be of any || 
validity or force in Jaw, but shall be utterly void, unless | 


take the acknowledgment of deeds, and attested by two 


Sesh whe designed. On the con 
calling themselves bounty land agents 
advantage of the soldiers in every 

Now my purpose is to cut off at 
lific source of frauds. 

It happens to be within my personal knowledges 
that such agents have been in the habit of inter. 
cepting the soldiers when returning from Me 
or have sought them elsewhere, and, with the mo. 
|| ney of others, in most cases, (sometimes, perhaps 
|| with their own,) have purchased from these go}. 
'| diers their discharges, and an assignment of their 
| bounty land in blank, paying twenty or thirty do}. 
| lars each for such discharges, and pocketing all the 
|| profits. These assignments were by law, | know 
'| fraudulent and void; but being separately executed 
| and filled up with false dates, the law was con. 
'| stantly evaded and the soldier cheated. 
|| T received only this morning from a constityen: 
| of mine, the facts of one case which are something 
1] 
i 


» Persong 
ave taken 
ible way. 
t one pra- 


Xico, 


like these: He was met at New Orleans by an 
agent, who offered him $40 for hie bounty land. 
He gave up hia discharge and signed one of these 
| blank assignments, upon payment to him of $20, 
| and the promise of $20 more when the land war. 
| rant should have been issued. The agent after. 
|| wards wrote to the soldier stating that he was not 
|| entitled to any bounty land, and that the money 
|| must be returned; and in the mean time he had 
| applied for the warrant or certificate, and obtained 
it upon production of the discharge, and now, | 
suppose, has filled up the blank assignment with 
|| false dates, and sold his spoils after the custom of 
|| his raseally craft. The money was returned to 
him, and he pocketed both the bounty and the 
| purehase money. ‘This is the way in which this 
| man was served by one of these scoundrels. 

Mr. SCHENCK withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, renewed the 

amendment, and said: The gentleman from Ohia 
|| mentioned a very bad case. Sir, it was a case not 
| unusual. It was acase wrought out by the action 
‘| of a scoundrel. I will not stop to consider of 
|| scoundrels. There are enough in the world, and 
|| I leave it to the free and brave, under the laws of 
| the land, to punish and spurn all such from their 
path. 
| Sir, the action of this committee shows a deter- 
|| mination to come to some vote and cunclusion. | 
|| ask gentlemen on all sides to reserve their amend- 
|| ments for the substitute. Amendments now are 
/a mere matter of delay. I have not spoken, 
|| though as deeply interested as anybody in the 
|| disposition of the publie lands; and if any one 
\| is so blind as not to see it, send him to me, and | 
‘| will show him in five minutes how it is. 
'| Sir, I want this measure for our old soldiers 
/acted on. If it ought to pass, let it pass. If it 
| ought not, let it be rejected. | cannot believe that 
| the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Scenck] meant 
anything discreditable to those gentlemen who 
met as the friends of this measure, to perfect it. 

Mr. SCHENCK, (in his seat.) By no means. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I knew he did not so mean 
it. Sir, insinuations have been thrown out, and 
in all directions have floated over this Hall, im- 
|| puting wrong motives to gentlemen. I repudiate 
them utterly and who'ly, and I do repudiate them 
on the part of that caucus. The friends of the 
soldiers were called together to prepare a bill of 
reward for them out of our abundance; sir, a ra 
tional bill. We did not want the enemies of the 
bill present in caucus. Why? Because we knew, 
that if allowed to enter, they would allow no 
union, and would destroy all harmony and all will 
to perfect a good measure. Sir, we intended to 
mature a measure, and we have done so, and tt 
will be presented; and I call on all to supp rt and 
defend it. It is a measure of principle, to com- 
mand the most votes. 

If gentlemen say that those who called the meet: 
ing (1 was not one) or those who attended, (I was 
one,) did anything unworthy of gentlemen, ot of 
honorable men, I say it is false; and if one 
man will utter it in my hearing, | pledge myself t 
tell him he ues. But, sir, in the general insinua- 
tions and petty imputations slung wide through 
this House, | have known none to do this. 
trate Ee es all po idle saeeenntiogs a 
all this si ty inst proper re 
of the very best of our poopie. We of the West 
have land a plenty. Sir, let us have a vole, * 
vote, and no moredelay. 

Tellers were asked and ordered upon the amend- 
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ment first offered by Mr. Scwence; and Messrs. 
Corwin and WALLACE were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers report- | 
ed—ayes 66, noes 58. 

So the amendment to the amendment was | 

to. 

The question recorring on the amendment of 

r. HuBparD as amended— 

Mr. BUEL offered the following amendment to || 
the amendment of Mr. McLane: ¢ 


Provided, also, That the benefits of this act shall also ex- || 
tend to all those who were prevented from serving either of || 
the periods provided for in this bill by being captured as | 

| 
j 











prisoners, OF being discharged after capture on the condition | 
of not serving again during the war. 

Mr. B. said: 1 have risen to offer what I deem a 
just and meritorious amendment to the bill under | 
consideration, and to submit a few remarks in its 
favor. [| do not wish, however, to be ranked 
among the opponents of the bill, because | have 
thought proper to offer an amendment. It is | 
known, sir, that many of the friends of the bill | 
have, by & private arrangement, agreed upon a 
gubstitute yet to be offered, and determined, if pos- | 
sible, to adopt that, and defeat all other amend- 
ments that may be offered, however meritorious 
they may be. Certain it is, thatevery amendment, | 
I believe, presented to-day, has been lost; and | 
have, therefore, great reason to apprehend a simi- 
lar fate for the amendment which I have submitted. || 
But | shall hope for a better result. It may, 
perhaps, seem to be put forward as a forlorn hope; || 
but | trust it will receive some little share of mercy. || 
And I hope yet to see the bill amended so as also || 
to include the officers of the Mexican war. 

| offer it in good faith, as a friend of the meas- | 
ure before us. I do not thrust myself as an 
enemy amongst its friends. It has been called by 
some an extravagant bill; but sir, if it be extrava- 
gent, which I do not admit, its extravagance does 
not consist in an illegal appropriation of moneys 
from the Treasury, nor in the payment of stale 
and oft-rejected claims. To say the least of it, 
there is no Galphinism here. 1 know of none who 
are more justly entitled to share in the mere liber- 
ality of the Government, than the so'dier, who 
offers his life in the defence of his country; who 
perils health, and ail that is dear to him, for the | 


1} 


protection of those who, shunning the battle- || . 


field, remain quietly and safely at their homes. 
But, sir, the bill is defective, in not providing || 
for a large class, consisting of those who have 
endured the severest trials and hardships of mili- | 
tary service,—I mean those who served in the | 
defence of the northwestern frontier during the 
early part of the war of 1512. It was not their | 
fault, if they did not serve the minimum period of | 
eix*months, provided for by the bill. I cannot 
consent to measure my estimate of the soldier’s | 
service by the mere lapse of time, but | must take | 
into consideration its dangers, its losses, its hard- | 
ships and sufferings. On the breaking out of the | 
war of 1812, no section of the country was so | 
exposed, so utterly defenceless, so abandoned to 
the merciless conduct of the enemy, as the north- 
western frontier. The entire population of Michi- 
gan, consisting chiefly of the early French settlers, 
than whom none were more brive and patriotic, 
was then concetitrated upon the narrow banks of 


| tives murdered. 
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| denly left their homes, exposed themselves to | 


losses of property, and periled al! in the defence of 
the northwestern frontier. This campaign had its 
hardships, if not its glory; and it was not their 
fault that they were obliged to endure the former 
without winning the latter. 

But, Mr. Chairman, what will be the operation 
of this bill unless it be amended, either as pro- | 
posed by myself or by thegentleman from Indiana? | 
{Mr. Arperrson.] Sir, it cuts off the Ohioans 
who served nobly in the first campaign on the 
frontier. It cuts off the :ilitia and volunteers 
from Michigan, many of whom returned from 
their service in this campaign to find their 
homes laid in ashes, their property destroyed, 
their farms devastated, ard their friends and rela- 
It cuts off, too, I think, many of 
the brave Kentuckians, sir, who fought at the terri. | 
ble massacre of the Raisin; and, if | am not mista- 
ken, many of those brave men who fought and 
ri-umphed on the Thames. Let us, then, by the 
adoption of this amendment, do equal justice to 
those who, whilst enduring the soldier’s trials, 
were prevented from reaping the soldier’s re- 
ward, 

The question was taken, and the amendment of | 
Mr Bvet was rejected 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Hussarp, 

Cries of ** Question,’’ “ question.” 

The CHAIRMAN announced the question. 

Mr. CROWELL called for the reading of the 
amendment of Mr. Hussarp as amended by the 


; amendment of Mr. McLane, of Maryland, and 


Mr. Sranron, of Tennessee. 
Mr. McCLERNAND said the amendment had 


| been read several times, and he objected to its 


reading again. 
The CHAIRMAN stated that he would put the 


| question, ** Shall the amendment be read?’’ to the 
| committee. 


Tellers were asked and ordered on this question. 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, made the point 
that the amendment had never been read in its 
present form, and that it was the parliamentary 
right of any member to call for its reading, now 
that the comm#ttee were called to vote upon it. 


The CHAIRMAN, reconsidering his decision, 


| sustained the point of order, and directed the 


amendment in its amended form to be read. 
It was read as, follows: 


«That each non-commissioned officer, musician, or pri- 
vate, who served in the military service of the United States 
during the last war with Great Britain, commenced in the 
year 1812, or in any of the Indian wars before or since that 
period, including regulars, volunteers, spies, rangers, sea- 
fencibles, and militia, for a peried of not less than six 
months, and who shall have remained in said service to the 
date of their death, or who was honorably discharged, shall 
be entitled to receive a certificate of warrant from the De- 
partment of the Interior, for the quantity of eighty »eres of 
land, which may be located by the warrantee, or his as- 
signee, or heirs-at-law, at any land office of the United 
States, in one body, and in conformity to the legal sabdivis- || 
ions of the public lands, upon any of the public lands in 
such district then subject to private entry; and upon the re- | 
turn of such warrant or certificate, with evidence of the 
location thereof having been legally made to the General 
Land Office, a patent shall be issued therefor. 

“That in the event of the death of any such non-com- 
missioned officer, musician, or private, during service, or 
after his discharge, and befure the issuance of a certificate | 


the waters which separated them from Canada. or warrant, as aforesaid, the said certificate, or warrant, 


The savage allies of Britain swarmed in their rear 
and immediate neighborhood, ready at any mo- 
ment to fall upon the French settlements, then | 
thinly scattered along the extreme frontier. The | 
first intelligence they received of the breaking out 
of the war was brought to them by the capture of | 
an American vessel off Malden, and the news first | 
reached Mackinac in the form of a British and | 
Indian force demanding its surrender. Thus sud- 
denly did the war, with all its horrors, come upon 
this frontier, and when it was without any prepa- 
ration for defence. 

force, composed chiefly of militia and volun- 
teers from Ohioand Michigan was speedily assem- | 
bled. It formed the army of General Hull, whose | 
campaign soon followed, but was terminated bya | 
surrender, which brought nothing but disaster, ruin, — 
and devastation to the frontier. Our troops were 
taken prisoners, but mostly discharged on condition 
that they would return to their homes, not to serve 
again during the war, and were thus prevented 
Wow, Betsey has ced So veapablty of 

» Sir the U 

that surrender where it belongs; but (Josie and 
honor be done to those patriotic inen who 
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| shall be issued in favor and innure to the benefit of his 


widow, if living, and if no widow be living, to his children: 
Provided, That no land warrant issued under thejprovisions 
of this act shall be laid upon any land of the United States 
to which there shall be a preémption right, or upon which 
there shail be an actual settiement and cultivation, without 
the consent of such settlers and cultivators be given thereto. 
“ And provided, further, That each non-commissioned | 
officer, musician, or private, who was mustered into the | 
military service of the United States, and served as specified | 
in the first provision of this act, for a period of twelve 
months or more, shall be entitled to receive a warrant for 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, which may be subject 
to private entry, under the provisions of the first section of 
this act; and in the event of the death of any person herein | 
provided for, before the issuing of the certificate, or war- 
rant, then the warrant for such land shall issue to the 


widow of such person, if there be one, and if not, then to | 


hie children. 

« And be it further provided, That each non-commissioned 
officer, musician, or private, who was mustered into the 
military service ef the United States, and served as speci- 
fied in the first provision of this act, for a less period than 
six months, shall be entitled to receive a warrant for forty 


acres of land, which may be stthject to te entry, under || 


the provisions of the first section of this act, and in the 
event of the death of person herein provided for, before 
the oe te, or warrant, the warrant 
for euch shall issue to the ed such person, if 
en. 
further provided, That the grants of land 
1 to be issued, 
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et 
patents granted thereon, as well as the location and transfer 
and assignment thereof, shall, in all resprets, be made auder 
the provisions, restrictions, and limitations of the ninth sec- 
tion of the act of February 11, 1847, entitled * An act to raise, 
for a limited time, an additional military force, and for other 
purposes,’ so far as the same are not altered by the provis- 
ions of this act: Provided, That nothing in this act cen- 
tained shall be construed to authonze the issuing of a 
certificate, or warraht, to any non-commissioned oftieer, 
musician, or private, for service fur which he has heretofore 
received, or been authorized to receive, under act of Con- 
gress, bounty land. 

« And provided further, That to each commissioned and 
staff officer, who served in any one of the wars specified and 
referred to in this act, as well as all such who served in the 
late war with Mexico, on application to the Department of 
the Interior, there shall be issued a certificate or warrant for 
one hundred and sixty acres of land, to be located under 
the provisions of this act. And should any such oficer 
herein provided for, die before m»king application for the 
benefit of this act, then the certificate or warrant shall be 


| issued te and innure to the benefit of the widow of euch of- 


ficer, if living, and if not, then to their children. 

“Seo. 2. And te it further enacted, That the officers and 
sailors of the navy of the United States, who were engaged 
in the Mexican war, either in the Guif of Mex(so or on the 
Pacifie ocean, be and are hereby placed upon an equal foot- 
ing with the officers and men of the army engaged in tha 
same service, and shall be entitled to extra pay and bounty 
land, as provided for by the several acts of Congress for the 
benefit of the said officers and men of the army. 

* Provided, That no assignment of any warrant issued un- 
der the provisions of this agt shall be held to be of any 
validity or foree in law, buf shall be utterly void, untess 
euch assignment shall be made after the actual iseue and 
delivery of the warrant to the person or persons entitled 
thereto, endorsed upon the warrant itself, acknowledged 
before a justice of the peace or other officer authorized to 
take the acknowledgment of deeds, and attested by two 
witnesses.”’ 


Messrs. CROWELL, of Ohio, and EVANS of 
Maryland, asked for tellers, who were ordered; 
gnd Messrs. Butier, of Pennsylvania, and Ven- 
ABLE Were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
—ayes 47, noes 71. 

So the amendment of Mr. Hupsparp, as amend- 
ed, was rejected. 

The question recurring on the substitute for the 
entire bil! heretofore offered by Mr. A.nentson, 
(and published heretofore)— 

Mr. ALBERTSON withdrew it, in order (he 
said) to give the friends of the bill an opportunity 
of offering a substitute in a perfect form. 

The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Hussarp to the original bill reported from 
the Committee on Public Lands, ® was read, as fo!- 
lows: 

Strike out after the word “that” in the thiril 
line, and insert— 

“'The benefits and rights conferred by the ninth section 
of the act entitied ‘An act to raise, for a limited time, an 
additional military force, and for other purposes,’ (approved 
February 11, 1847,) shall be, and the same are hereby ex- 
tendeg in manner as follows: That is,’’ 

Amend by striking out all after the word “ pri- 
vate”’ in the fourth line, and inserting the follow- 
ing: 

Who served in the regular army, or in any company or 
command of volunteers, rangers, or militia ia the Indian 
war, in the nc = hwest, prior to the treaty Of Greenville, in 


| 1794, or in the late war with Great Britain, or in any Indien 


war between the years 18)1 and 1842, twelve months, or 
more, shall be entitled toa bounty of one hundred and sixty 


| acres of land, or who served six months or more, eighty 


acres, or who served sixty days or more, forty neres: Pro- 
vided, always, That said non-commissioned officer, musician, 
or private, bas not received a bounty of land heretotore, and 
is not shown to have been dishonorably discharged by the 
rolls: Provided, also, That the bounties herein granted sinill 


| be subject to the same rules of descent prescribed by the 


aforesaid act, and the act or acts amendatory of the same: 
Provided, further, That no ‘ treasury scrip,’ as authorized by 
said act of February 11, 1847, shall be authorized or issued 
under this act.’’ 


Mr. MILLER offered the following substitute 
for the entire bill; which was read, as foliows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
each of the surviving commissioned and non-commissioned 
officers, musicians, or privates, whether of regalare, vohin- 

| teers, rangers, or militia, who performed military service in 
any regiment, company, or detachment in the service of the 
United States in the war with Great Britain, declared by the 
United States on the 18th day of June, 1812, or in any of the 
Indian wars since 1790, and each of the commirsioned offi- 
cers who was engaged in the military service of the United 
| States in the late war with Mexico, shail be entitled, for 
twelve months service, to one hundred and sixty acres of 
| land, for six months service to eighty acres of tand, 
| and for three months service to forty acres of land: Pro- 
| vided, The person so having been.in service shall not re~ 
ceive said land, or any part thereof, if it shall appear by the 
muster-rolls of his regiment or corps, that he deserted or 
\| was dishonorably discharged from service, or if he bas re- 
|| ceived, or is entitled to, poe land bounty ander avy act of 
‘0 heretofore passed. 
‘ Suc. 2. That each commissioned and non-commissioned 
officer, musician, or private, for whom provision ie mace 
by the first section hereof, shall receive a certifieate or war- 
iant from the Department of the Interior for the quantity of 
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hy the warrantee, or his heirs-at-law, atany land office of 
the United States in one body, and in conformity to the le- 
gal subdivisions of the public lands, upon any of the public 
familie in euch district then subject to private entry; and upon 
the return of such certificate or warrant, with ¢vidence of 
the jocation thereof having been legally made, to the Gen- 
eral Land Office, a patent shall be issued therefor. 


sion-d officer, musician or private, prior or suosequent to 
the eof this act, who shall have served as afvresaid, 
and who shall not have received bounty land for said ser- 
vices, a like certificate or warrant shall be issued in favor 
and innure to the benefit of his widow, provided she was 
married to such officer before the conclusion of bis service, 
and is unmarried at the date of her application : Provided, 
further, That no land warrant, issued under the provisions 
of this act, shall be jaid upon any land of the United States 
to which there shall be a preémption right, or upon which 
there shall be an actual setth ment and cujtivation, except 
with the consent of such settler, to be satisfactorily proven 
te the proper land office. 

Sec. 3. Thatall sales, mortgages, letters of attorney, or 
other instruments of writing. going to affect the title or 
claim to any warraut or certificate herein provided for, 


invade or executed priorto the issue of such warrantor cer- || 
tiffeate, shall be null and void, to all intents and purposes || 
whatsoever; nor shall such certificate or warrant, or the | 


land obtained thereby, be in anywise affected by or charged 
with or subject to the payment of any debt or claim incurred 
by such officer or soldier prior to the issuing of the patent: 
Provided, That the benefits of this act shall not accrue to 
any person who is a member of the present Congress. 


The question was upon ayreeing to the substi- || 


tute, 
Mr. MILLER was entitled to the floor. 


Mr. CROWELL rose, and said he wished to || 
inquire of his colleague whether the bill or sub- | 
stitute just offered was the one agreed upon by the || 
caucus held in this Hall on last Saturday night? | 

Voices: ** It is the one we are going to adopt.”’ || 

Mr. MILLER said that he desired to remark inf| 


offering the substitute, that it contained limitations | 


to which he was opposed, and omitied to provide 


for some cases which in his judgment ought to be | 


included. But the bill was prepared upon consul- 
tation with a number of gentlemen who were 
friendly to the passage of a bill, and who, with 
him, entertaine 


friends of the measure, it must share the fate of a 
similar bill in the last Congress, and be defeated. 
He might further remark, that the gentleman from 


lilinois, [Mr. McCiernanp,] and the gentlemen | 
from Kentucky, [adr. Marsuatiand Mr. Mason, ] | 


and others who had earnestly labored to secure the 


passage ofa bill granting land to the soldiers in | 
the last war with Great Britain, and the Indian | 
ware, would have been glad to have included || 
others, but were induced to waive their objection || 
from the conviction that to urge their views at this || 


time was to defeat the bill. 
His colleague [Mr. Crowe] seemed impatient 
to ascertain whether this is the bill agreed upon by 


those who assembled in this Hall on Saturday || 
He would answer him, and then let || 


evening last. 
him go home and answer to his constituents for 
the hostility he is manifesting to this bill, and has 


manifested to any other bill for a similar purpose. || 


The experience of the last Congress satisfied a 


jJarge number of the House that the enemies of the | 


measure would defeat any bill unless there was 
concert among its supporters. Hence the meeting 
in this Hall on Saturday evening. This bill was 
the result of that meeting, and he trusted it would 
be adopted in despite of the opposition of its ene- 
mies or its professed friends. 


was not understood by the country. The gentle- 
man from North Carolina, [Mr. Venasue,]} a day 


or twe since denounced any measure giving away | 


any portion of tlfe public lands for the purposes 
contemplated by the bill, as downright dishonesty, 


because he claimed the public lands were encum- | 


bered with a mortgage created by a |:w authorizing 
a loan during the progress of the Mexican war. 
Failing in his effort to defeat the measure upon 
that ground, he was now opposed to a bill with 
the restrictions contained in the substitute he had 
just submitted, because of the limitations it im- 
posed—because it did not go far enough and give 
away more of the public domain. How could he 
reconcile this inconsistency ? Such was the char- 
acter of the opposition to be met. 

The bill conformed to the principles which had 
governed our in making provision for 
the revolutionary soldiers. It granted to the sol- 
dier « quantity of land in rtion to his actual 
service, and required at least. three months’ service 
before any grantof land was made. He repeated 


Tn the | 
event of the death of such commissioned or non-coumnis- | 


the opinion that without some | 
concession by each, and a union on the part of the | 


The character of || 
the opposition they were compelled to encounter || 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


land to which he may be entitled, and which may be located || that he trusted that the friends of the bill would | 
rally to its support, and resist all attempts, || 


whether in the shape of amendments calculated ® 
make the bill objectionable, or otherwise to defeat 
|| it. The country owed the gallant men who were 
'| provided for in the bill, a debt of gratitude, and it 
was time it was discharged. 


| lowing amendment to the amendment: 


sailors of the navy of the United States who were engaged 
in the Mexican war, either in the Gulf of Mexico or on the 
Pacifie ocean, be and are hereby placed upon an equal foot- 
ing with the officers and men of the army engaged in the 
| same service, and shall be entitled to extra pay and bounty 
| land, as provided for by the several acts of Congress for the 
| benefit of the said officers and men of the army. 


Mr. STANTON said he had offered this amend- 





ment, not for the purpose of embarrassing the bill, | 
| but becanse he thought. it ought to be adopted. || 
| He believed the sentiment was very general that | 
those sailors who served in the Mexican war, and | 
who fought as bravely as the soldiers who were | 


engaged in the same service, were entitled to the || ment. 


same bounties which had been conferred upon 
them. He was aware that the friends of this bill 


—those gentlemen who had been particularly ac- | 
| tive in patting it in the shape in which it was now || 
presented—were very anxious that no amend- || 
| ments should be offered to the bill; or, if offered, | 


|| that none should be adopted; yet some of them, 


| contained in this amendment should pass and be- 

'comealaw. And, in his judgment, if it was right 

that it should pass at all, it ought to be attached to 

this bill. Here was the proper piace for it. It 

| was as appropriate here as anywhere, and if gen- 

| tlemen were desirous that it should pass, he hoped 
they would raise no opposition to its being made 
a part of this bill. 


Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. | 


| Evans, of Ohio, and Mason, were appointed. 


The question was taken, and. the tellers report- | 


| ed—ayes 51, noes 83. 


| jected. 
; Mr. HARALSON offered the following amend- 
ment to the substitute, to be inserted in that part 
defining the classes of service, viz: 
* And those who have been mustered into the service of 


| the United States for terms not less than twelve months, six | 


} inonths, or three months, respectively, and have been hon- 
| orably discharged before the expiration of their time of 
| service.’”’ 

Mr. H. said that it was his object to embrace a 
provision which would extend the benefits of this 
bill to a very meritorious class of soldiers, who are 
now excluded, although they have been actually 


| in service, and in the performance of their duty to | 


| their country. Soldiers who have faithfully dis- 
charged their duty, and have been honorably dis- 
charged, are as much entitled to this land-bounty 
| as any other class of soldiers. The provision 
| he had now offered, gave the soldier who had en- 
| tered for twelve months, his one hundred and sixty 
| acres, although he might have been honorably 
discharged before the expiration of his full term, 
So, also, when a volunteer, who has engaged for 
| six months, and owing to disease contracted du- 
|| ring the term, may be discharged before its termi- 

nation, he shall still be entitled to his eighty acres. 
| And so, when a soldier has entered for the term of 
three months, although he may be honorably dia- 
| charged before he has completed his full term, he 
| shall still be entitled to his iorty acres of Jand. It 
|| had frequently happened, in all wars, that individ- 
uals have gone into the service, and while engaged 





| in their duty, have contracted disease in the line of | 


| their duty; and sometimes this had occurred when 
the term had nearly run out, and have then been 
discharged—not at their own desire to be ‘dis- 
charged—but because the service did not require 
the presence of inefficient men. They have been 
honorably discharged. Heknew of many of this 
class, who, if the bill should pass in the shape in 
which it now stood, would be excluded. A great 
number of deserving soldiers, who had engaged 
in the service for three months, had faithfully dis- 
charged their duty, and, afier putting an end to the 
war, had returned home before the expiration of 
the three months. Is it proper that these men 
| should be excluded from the benefits of this bill? 
| He had no desire to detain the committee. He 

had already said enough to be distinctly under- 

stood. He asked that the bounty should be equally 

and justly distributed, aad that it should be given to 


| 
Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- | 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the officers and 


he doubted not, were willing that the provision || 


So the amendment of Mr. Sranron was re- 


June 24, 


ene, 
— 


all those who had entered the service wit) dispo. 
sition to do their duty, and fora specified ume, and 


_ who had been discharged—not at their own deoire_ 
before the 


but by the order of the Government, 
expiration of the term. 

The question was put, and the proposed ameng. 

ment was rejected. 
Mr. BAYLY offered the following amendment 
| as an additional section, viz: 

“< And be it further enacted, That so much of the public 
lands as may be necessary for the purpose be, and the sane 
is hereby, appropriated, in addition to the quantity here. 
fore appropriated by ‘ An act for the reief of certain officers 

| and soldiers of the Virginia line and navy, aud of the cop. 


|| tinental army during the revolutionary war;’ (approved the 


| 30th of May, 1830,) which said appropriation stall he ap- 
| plied in the manner provided hy said act to the unsatistieg 
| warrants which have been or may be issued as therejn 
| directed to officers and soldiers and othe s as described in 
the first, fifth, and seventh sections of said act, or any other 
act of Congress.”? 

The question was taken, and the amendmen 
was rejected. 


Mr. VENABLE offered the following amend. 


| Provided, That all persons entitled to lands under the 
| provisions of this act, and the heirs of such as have died 
| and would if living be entitled to the benefit of the same’ 
shall be authorized to receive, and the Seeretary of the {y. 
terior is hereby direeted to issue certificates of debt to sueh 
persons, bearing three per cent. and redeemable ai the 
pleasure of the Government, estimating each acre of land 
at sixty-two and a half cents per acre, in lieu of any Jang 
to which they are entitled by the provisions of this act. 
| Mr. VENABLE said: Mr. Chairman, 1 pro- 
| pose the amendment, which has just been read, to 
| the substitute which has been made up by the 
peculiar friends of this measure. I am somewhat 
amused at the modest and unassuming manner of 
| those gentlemen, as illustrated by the remarks of 
| the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Mirren.) He 
| assumes that all who were not concurring with 
| those who were present on Saturday night in draw- 
| ing and perfecting the substitute, are the enemies 
| of the poor soldier. It has been more than once 
| intimated that there was a trained majority here 
| who meant to accept of no modification to the pro- 
ject of the frinds of the substitute now before the 
|| committee. We have been told that the enemies 
| of the bill were not invited to attend on Saturday 
night, that they might be made answerable to their 
| constituents. I am not for the first time intro- 
| duced to the friends of the soldier. From the 
|| speeches in debating societies, on the stump, and 
|| in legislative halls, we are surfeited usgue ad 
'| nauseam with those stereotyped ejaculations of 
|| patriotic sentiments, those fiery words which 
|| neither time nor climate can cool—those abiding 
sympathies which are so ornamental in Buncombe 
speeches. All this, and much more, is marshajed 
| to the aid of a project to give away the public land 
to a favored class, a selected few, on whiose 
cases the meeting of the pecular friends on Satur- 
day night could agree. ; 

Sir, on what did they agree? To whom did 
they extend the bounty of the Government? Sir, 
they agreed that only the surviving soldiers of the 
wars referred to in this substitute shall receive aid. 
If a gallant soldier has fallen in battle, if, instead 
of a joyous return to his family, the news of his 
death shall cause them to weep_in despair, the 

| widow’s weeds and the orphan’s tears are un- 
answerable arguments against their claims for the 
bounty of their country. The warrior from the 
battle-field is to be rewarded, but the children of the 
sire who sleeps on that field, shrouded in his war- 
cloak, are to be disowned. And the decrepit, from 
disease contracted in the service of his country, of 
wounds received in battle, drags out a life of pro- 
tracted misery, ahd has gone to the grave before 
this law passes, his children are passed by, and 
the man who was never wounded, because he was 
not peculiarly anxious to expose his person, or 
any other good and sufficient reason, shall receive 
the benefits of this act. The sailor and marine 
are excluded, and a caucus majority in this com- 
mittee refuse to make any amendmenis, or any 
qualification, but with the modest assurance of a 
majority confident of the power of brute force. 
We are told that they have met—they have made 
concessions to each pther—they have matured a 
scheme which they are determined shall be forced 
upon the House and the country. ‘There can be 
imagined a sufficient reason for this policy. Living 
soldiers sometimes yote, and are felt at the poles. 
The grave, while it tells no secrets, gives no voles. 
Orphans have but few friends in this cold world, 

















ela? iis 


- 


oe 
‘ 


ic 
re 


nt 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


eG—_ee__e_______________e__eQnm{h™e=Eaa=ameEEEeEeEeEeEeeeeeeeeEeEeEeEeEeEeEeEEEeEooCOCiyiCyeyeiY———————————_—_—_—_—_—_—_p]_R—>- 


and widows weep alone. The sailor _and the 
marine are never seen at an election precinct, and 
are not represented here. — 

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Mrurer] select- 
ed me as one of the enemies of the bill, and said 
that he directed his remarks to me—that I was 
one whe endeavored to fix amendments on the 
bill which were intended to destroy it. Sir, if 
any amendment which I have offered is calculated 
to destroy this bill, it is because an infusion of 
the principles of equal justice is destructive to any 
scheme which, under a promise of relief, shall 
bring that sickness of the heart which comes from 
hope deferred. { have offered an amendment 
which gives to the soldier Treasury serip bearing 
interest, in the place of land, if he should choose 
it. In this | have endeavored to preserve the | 
faith of the Government in the pledge made of the 
proceeds of the public lands for the redemption of 
aloan. It was done in the case of the lands given 
to those who served in the Mexican war. The 
pledge was just, and Congress felt its obligation. 
They intended to give the soldier, his widow, 
father, or children, something, and fixed a min- 
inum price for his land, and gave him scrip. If 
these old soldiers, whose claims have been so long 
deferred, are to be paid, why place them on worse 
terms than those of more recent services? I would 
like to see gentlemen endeavor to justify this dis- 
crimination. I should like to see any man go to 
the country, and to a collection of the yeomanry 
of the country answer the question. 

Why have those who served for a shorter time 
than six months, been excluded, although called 
out, wounded in battle, victorious in fight, and dis- 
charged before the expiration of their time, and 


| 
| 








his colleague to perfect or concoct a single meas- 
ure of legislation since Congress had met? 
Mr. GIDDINGS. Not this session. 


The question was taken, and the amendment | 


wus rejected. ] 
* Mr. TUCK offered the following amendment: | 


Provided, That, in order to secure the land hereby Mr. CROWELL. This session, or any other? 
granted w actual settlers upon the public domain, and to 


note the speedy settlement thereof, and in order to pre- Mr. GIDDINGS understood that his colleague 
Sent the said granted lands from falling into the hands of || Wet into a sort of double-yoked caucus, in which 
speculators and large landed proprietors, it is made an ex- both Whigs and Democrats met together at the 
press condition of the grant herein made, that no more than | commencement of the session. 
Ba ety ae ee rand, eer ace || Mr. CROWELL said he did not attend it. 
= ° B B 8 B red 
Ske salle, toben the title 0 euch lands fail to such } a | Mr. GIDDINGS. The gentleman, then, was 
by inheritance. || probably dangling somewhere between heavea 
Mr. GORMAN objected to the amendment as | and hell, having no abiding place and belonging to 
out of order. ‘| no political party. [Laughter.] 
Some conversation occurred, after which || This caucus (Mr. G. proceeded to say) of 
The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. || which his colleague had so much dread, which 
Mr. TUCK withdrew the amendment at the | seemed to haunt him like a ghost, was nothing 
more nor less than this: Gentlemen who were 


request of 

Vir, CROWELL, who renewed it, and said, he || friendly to the bill and were desirous to carry it 
| did not think this amendment would be adopted, || through the House, seeing the extraordinary 9))- 
| although it was right, and ought to be adopted. || position which was made to it, met together ‘to 
| He thought it would not, from the fact that other || concert measures to dispose of it. He (Mr. G.) 
| amendments equally proper, if a law of this kind || wanted it disposed of—whether it wac passed vor 
| is to be passsed, had been rejected. One amend- || rejected—he was not anxious as to the result. Fle 
| ment, introduced by a gentleman from Georgia, || wished itended. For the want of such an organi 
| (Mr. Haratson,] and another by a gentleman from || zation they had seen, and the country had seen 
| Virginia, the chairman of the Committee of Ways || seven months of the session pass by without dis- 
| and Means, both of them meritorious and proper, || posing of any businessg without effecting any itn- 
| had been rejected. He had become satisfied that || portant measures. This bill had occupied some 

no amendments would be adopted, however just or || eight or ten days when it ought to have been dis- 
| proper they might be. It was evident that we are posed of in half that number of hours. This was 
| to take the dictation of a majority, to sit here all || the result of having no concerted action; yet his 

day under the whip and spur of a caucus mandate; colleague was now outraged, because there had 
that the order had gone forth, and that every || been concert on this particular measure. He 
| amendment, however proper in itself, is to be voted || (Mr. G.) called the attention of the country to the 
down. He denounced this tyranny concocted in | serious, solemn fact, that nothing was done here, 
secret conclave, and to be carried out here. [Here || no measure could be carried through. The old pur- 








the holiday soldier, who has served that time, re- 
ceives his land? I should like to see him justify a 
vote which excludes the sailor and the marine, 
whose wounds in the Mexican war are scarcely 
healed, and why a chosen class are to be placed 
above the heads of others equaily deserving. The 
gentleman says that I,aday or two since, de- 
nounced the attempt to dispose of lands mortgaged 
for the redemption of a public loan, as dishonest; 
and that | expressed a willingness to dispose of a 
much larger amount of the public domain than is 
included in this bill. Sir, if he had attended to 
my remarks, he would not have rendered it neces- 
sary for me to answer his now. I did say that it 
would be a breach of faith to dispose of lands ex- 
pressly pledged for the redemption of a loan, with- 
out the consent of the public creditor. 1 say so 
now; and if it be done, if this bill pass without 
making some provision to redeem that pledge, it 
will bea melancholy instance of repudiation—a 
mortifying departure from the high position of our 
fathers, 

| offered the amendment to issue scrip, to en- 
able me ‘to vote for the bill. It was rejected by 
those who pretended to be the special friends of 
the soldier,—who look to the living, and refuse the 
crumb of bread or cup of water to the widow or 
the orphan. I desired to include all who had served 
their country, and to make the bill as perfect as 
Spon if a majority were determined to pass it. 
tis partial and unjust to the living and the dead, 
and | will not vote for it. I said that if the lands 
were to be confiscated; if this generation were de- 
termined to be their own executors, I would claim 
a share for my own constituents, and would pre- 
fer to give the lands to the actual settler being an 
American citizen. Tamvsick, sick and disgusted 
with that gratitude, which extends to select classes 
of benefactors; that love for the old soldier which 
explodes in fine speeches, and delivers him over to 
the mercy of speculators,—which enables wealth 
to monopolize he public domain, and leave home- 
less and houseless the soldier’s widow and chil- 
dren, because he fell in battle, or by the stroke of 
disease, before the passsge of this bill. I am willing 
for others to enjoy all the glory of such an achieve- 
ment—lI do not desire it. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 
@HAM moved the following amend- 
ment, to come in at the end of the section: 


Sec. —. Be it further That no on shall be 

no to mene any land u ooo nel, un he, we 

Assizns, or shall the actual possession 

of the land to'which the soldier may be entitled. aie 

Under the ark cant HO patent shall be granted for nad 
soldier, his heirs, grantees, or assigns. , 


there were loud shouts of **California,’’ “‘Califor- || ties—thank God!—were broken down; there was 
nia.”] The friends of California had not, to his || but one organization in this Hall—that was the 
knowledge, met in caucus, but had come boldly | Free-Soilers. (Laughter } He did not say they 
into this Halt, and’ made their propositions, and || were in the majority; as often as the old parties 
given their votes, independent of any caucus dic- |, united against them they were voted down; but 
tation, or any will, or any action of this kind, so they were organized, and were the only organined 
far as he knew. He was always in favor of free | party in this Hall, and the seven months history of 
discussion. His friend from the Ashtabula district || legislation showed it. Where was the Admipis- 
had almost fallen a victim to this caucus dictation || tration party? Where was the Democratic party? 
which emanated from the conclave of Saturday | They were disbanded—broken to pieces—scat- 
night, and had voted against every amendment | tered like sheep upon the mountains. They bad 
which had been subsequently offered, for the pur- | done nothing; they could @ nothing; bat, by the 
pose of perfecting the bill. He was opposed toall | grace of God, the Free-Soilers would take care of 
these secret proceedings. He thought that when | the country, and of the old perties. 
any amendment was offered, we should sit here | Mention had been made in regard to a meeting: 
and consider it, and discuss it withoutany dictation | of the friends of Califorcia. He had no horror of 
or other inducement emanating in some other place |, meeting those friendly to admitting California im- 
than in this Hall while the House is in- session. || mediately, unconnected withot her matiers. He 
He denounced all that improper influence, and || would meet Democrats and W hizs in caueus, wnd 
would stand in opposition to any measure at- || if the friends of that measure would come together 
tempted to be carried through by this kind of dic- and organize and act in concert, by the blessing of 
tion. He would never permit himself to be con- Heaven, California might be admitted before the 
trolled by the act of a secret caucus in his vote on close of the present week. 
the bill. It was an outrage on the independence || He hoped to see such a meeting, and he hoped 
of action which should always prevail here, and his colleague would attend, if this horrer of caucus 
the committee should indignantly rise and trample dictation, which seemed to haunt his imagination, 
this bill under their feet, as he did. to sit like the night-mare upon his troubled ¢on- 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of science, did not frighten him from his duty. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, who renewed it. lle re- But he repeated that he had risen merely to 
marked that it was not his intention to occupy the || soothe the feelings, to quiet the conscience of his 
five minutes allowed him by the rule; he was, || colleague in regard to this caucus, which so tor- 
however, desirous of dropping one word to his |, mented his waking dreams. 
colleague, (Mr. meet wpe had oe a a rpiqnastson was taken, and the amendment 
of the majority in this Hall—because he happened || 48 rejected. 
to be in the laste callin felt that the Gonsten || Mr. KING of New Jersey mene the following 
tionpl our Gounizy, was 90. oatragenas.(a langh) || *tendmel oe incon afiect, and jm tgimimnend, of te 
upon the rights of the enary here who Were OP- || 19:h section of the act of 28th J muary, 1847, there be set npart 
posing the grant of a little bounty to the soldiers thirty millions of acres of public lands to constitute a special 
in the late ver jemens laughter )]— fund in charge of the Secreta y of the ‘Treasury, and pledged 

Mr. CROW LL (interposing) said he had said | hereby for the full payment and redemption of the stock 
nothing about the majority; but he had denounced 





created by the aforesaid act; and that the Seeretary of the 
: ; Treasury, in the execution of the duty imposed upon him by 
; ; vy; | 

eaucus-dictation. If hia colleague wished to apol- || tis act, shall be authorized to locate the said thirty mil 

ogize for that, let him do so. . lions acres of land, in such of the old a oo ~~ ater 

Mr. GIDDINGS wished he had a few moments | is diseretion,eelect; and in care of the sale, under i 

to refer to the histery of legislation ma these halls be appropriated to the extinguishment, by purchase or re- 

for years past up to the present session. One of || demption, of the public debt, and interest theréon, erited 

the two old parties has been in the ascendant and || by the aforesaid act of 28th January, 1847; and after euch 

in th i it d f t extinguishment, that the balance of any moneys belonging 

the other ~ the miInoEy y,an OEE, YOR 5m, year || to said *pecial fund, shall be retained in the Treasury, sub- 

the majority has uniformly met together, concocted || ject to the usual appropriation by law ; and #0 mach of said 

their measures, and concerted their plans to carry | thirty millions acres of land as remain enseo; — a be 

i i i ills: ubject to law, in like manner es the Other pub *3 

out their policy and to pass their bills: and they | panes afier euch payment and redemption, the public 

have succeeded... While his colleague and himself || tiias ofthe United States be discharged from the pledge 

were in the majority here [a laugh} they did it: || now resting on the proceests of the sales of them, under the 
there was not a man here who had served in for- || 9th» section of the aforesaid act of 28th January, 1847. 

tons : ; . 
mer Congresses, but had done it time and again. || Mr. K. said that he had no factious purpose 
Mr. CROWELL rose, amid calls to order and || in view in offering this amendment. From the 


confusion, which having in some measure subsi- | commencement he had seen that there was a strove 
ded, he asked if he ever met in caucus with || disposition to dispose of the public lands. He 
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1847, giving a pledge of the public lands to the || warrant or patent which you issue to the soldier, 
public creditor, when the act giving bounty lands || and to be properly attested and acknowledged. 


to the soldiers who had served in the war with | 
Mexico became a law. The history of that | 
pledge was a well known to every gentleman 
on this floor. In the year 1846, when we were in | 
a condition of financial embarrassment, our Gov- | 
ernment made an attempt to borrow money. An 
agent, Colonel Robinson, of Pittsburg, was sent 
to borrow money for the public wants, and after 
knocking at every door in France, England and 
Hotland, he came back without having succeeded 
in raising a single dollar. It became necessary to 
give some security to lenders, 


this bill of 1847 was passed, giving, in the most || 
emphatic terms, a solemn pledge on all the public | 


lands. The bill granting saan? lands to the sol- 
diera engaged in the war with Mexico did produce 
a depreciation of the value of the loan. 


should be sustained, and it was an imperative 
duty on Congress to redeem the pledge which was 
given in the act of 1846. That pledge, he admit- 
ted,.was given in a most wasteful manner. 


value of the loan asked fog. Still this pledge em- 
barrassed the action of the Government, and he 


had introduced this amendment for the purpose of || 
making an effort to disembarrass the public Treas- | 


ury. With this view he had prepared and offered 
his amendment. 


prevent the Government from interfering with 


property which the Government had already || 


pledged to the public creditors. 

Tellers were asked and ordered, and Messrs. 
Duncan and Mann, of Pennsylvania, were ap- 
pointed. 

The question was taken, and the tellers reported 
ayes 45—noes 76. 

So the amendment was rejected. 


Mr. HARALSON offered the following amend- || 


ment. 


“ And be it further enacted, That no transfer of the land 
granted in virtue of this act shall be valid, unless the con- 


tract or agreement therefor, or letter of attorney giving 


power to sell or convey, shall have beewexecuted after | 
the patents shall be issued and delivered to the persons en- 


titied thereto.” 


Mr. H. briefly explaintd his amendment, the | 
object of which, he said, was to prevent the 


perpetration of frauds upon the soldiers, and to || 


discourage speculation. The bill, he said, for 
this purpose provided that no transfer of the 
warrants should be valid unless it was executed 
after the issuing of the warrants. This did not 
strike at the root of the evil atall. His object 
was to place the land warrant itself, in the first 
place, and the patent after issuing, in the next 


beyond the reach of those who defraud and im- 


pose upon the soldier, He offered the amend- | 


ment in good faith, to perfect the bill, and with no || 


captious design. 
Mr. SCHENCK, who renewed it, and said: | 


bill is to passin its present shape. It is admitted, | 


even by some of those who profess to be its pecu- || personal hazard, than cthers who served through | 


| the whole war. 


ry || edy these inequalities. 
properly urged by the gentleman from North Car- || 


liar friends, that it is defective in more than one 
particular, One objection, which has been ve 


olina [Mr. Vewasxe] is, that it makes no provis- 


who may have been made needy by their fathers’ 
sacrifices, and more deserving sideies of either jus- 
tice or bounty frequentiv, than the soldier who | 
happens still to be surviving. Then, again, in | 
this substitute bill, there is no sufficient protection | 
against fraud, 
it is true, the bill makes void any transfer that 
is made before the land warrant issues. But what 
better in that is it than the Mexican bounty land 
law, which contained the same provision—but a | 
ee notoriously and constantly evaded? I | 
ave before, in: my remarks on a former amend- 
ment, described how this has been done by having 
& separate assignment made and delivered, leaving | 
a blank for the subsequent insertion of a false date. | 


Now, the only way in which you can prevent this | 
being 1 


kind of fraud from is, to require | 


'| not be made. 


It was then that || 


The || 
poorer pledged was beyond all proportion to the || 


He had no other purpose but to || 


|| of this bill. 
|| have made accurate calculation, acknowledges that 


¢ . | tionary soldiers who have never ha 
ion, under any circumstances, for the heirs of | 


those who are dead. it gives nothing to orphans | the bill are glaringly unjust. It pays the service 


| of the soldier who is living to take care of his 


Then the possession of the one will carry with it 
the other; and a false or fradulent assignment can- 
But so long as you merely declare 
| that if transferred before the issuing of the warrant 
| such transfer shall be void, but devise no method 
| by which the actual date of the sale shall appear, 
|or by which it will be rendered impossible to 
make the assigment in advance, you leave the door 
wide open for the description of frauds that I have 
| mentioned. To give security against this dishonest 
| practicing upon the soldier, | would go even fur- 
| ther, therefore, than this amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Georgia proposes. 
If you mean to grant these lands, and have them 
| really applied to the purposes for which you pro- 


| fess to give them, then adopt this amendment. | 


_ || Batif you wish that they shall go into the hands || 
It was very important that the public credit | 


of speculators and harpies, and be made a 
source of profit to them, then leave the bill just as 
| it is, 
than you have in the Mexican land bounty bill. 
False dates will be inserted in the assignments, 
and you will not be able to discover, from any- 
thing appearing upon the face of such instruments, 
whether the law has been complied with or not. 

The question was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Coss, of Alabama, and Suerrerp,) and decided 
| in the negative—ayes 44, noes 76. 

So the amendment of Mr. Haratson was re- 
jected. 


Mr. MEACHAM proposed the following amend- 


ment: 


** Provided, That the provisions of this act shall be ex- 
tended to all soldiers of the revolutionary war, and the last 


pelling any invasion, or in any battle in defence of their 


|; country.”? . 


Mr. Chairman, I am anxious to vote for this 
bill if put in a form to do justice to all concerned. 


| morselessly refuse a single amendment: true to 
nature, they seem to love their offspring for its 
very deformity. Look at the unequal provisions 
A friend of it, who ts supposed to 


| it will take from eighty to one hundred million acres 
| of public land. Who is to have that land? Ver- 
| mont did her fall share in the war of 1812: how 

many of her brave sons will share in this bounty ? 

She had four hundred and seventy-six men of six 
| months service: each of these will, if living, be 
_ entitled to eighty acres of land. She had five hun- 


|| dred and seventy-three men of three months ser- | 


vice, each entitled to forty acres. Suppose two 


L ! || thirds of those men are living—a large allowance— 
place, in the hands of the rightful owner—the || 
soldier who had been engaged in the service of || 


|| sand out of eighty millions acres of land; that ia, 
his coantry. This would place these bounties || 


|| you give the men of Vermont one acre to two 
‘| thousand given elsewhere. 


and you will give to Vermont about forty thou- 


Beside this, there 
were three thousand seven hundred and eighty- 
| seven men of Vermont of less than three months 


|| service—all these, and the volunteers at the battle 
e withdrew the amendment at the request of || 


| of Plattsburg, are to have nothing. The value 


10 | of a soldier’s service does not depend on the length 
take it for granted that it is not expected that the || 


of time. Many of these men who will be deprived 
| of reward, did more for their country, and at more 


My amendment proposes to rem- 
If you are to pay three- 
months men, first pay that class of your revolu- 


a dollar in 
pension or an acre of land. The inequalities of 


| family; it denies a reward to the soldier who fell 
in battle, leaving his widow and orphans behind. 
It pays the gilded puppet in the city of Washing- 
ton, who, “ pursuing an advantage that lay in the 
rear,’’ fled before an inferior force and gave up the 
Capitol of his country to the flames; it refuses to 
pay the volunteer and enlisted soldier who defied 
the army of Provost on the plains of Plattsburg; 
it rewards the men who aided to catch the fugitive 
slave in Florida, or drive the Indian from the home 
| of his fathers, and passes contemptuously by the 


soldier of the Revolution, who fought for our free- 
dom. You ought to amend the bill, and not com- 
pel its friends either to go against it or counte- 
| hance such gross injustice. 

| ‘Tellers were asked and refused, and, 


You will no have more guards against fraud | 
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saw it immediately after the pore? of the act of l the assignment to be endorsed upon the certificate 


June 24, 
The question being taken, the 
Mr. Meacnam was rejected. 


The question recurred on agreeing to the substi. 
| tute of Mr. Mirier. 


amendment of 


Loud calls for the question. 


Mr. FOWLER offered the following amend. 
ment: 


‘* Provided, That the officers, non-commissioned officers 
musicians, and privates, who served three months or more 
in the revolutionary war, and who have received no pen. 
sion, nor bounty land, shall be included in the benefiis of 


|| this act.”? 





| 
i} 


|| A caucus concocted this measure, ill-favored and || 
lean, and they now most unreasonably and re- | Me 

: y y | now do them the small measureeof justice contem- 

|| plated in the amendment, I have had the honor to 





Mr. F. remarked that he had taken no part in 
the discussion upon this important bill, and he 
would now occupy but a few moments. He was 


|| anxious to see this bill perfected so as to include 


all who were ‘entitled to the benefactions of the 
| Government, for services rendered in the military 

service of the United States.’’ In this particular | 
| most cordially concur with my honorable friend 


| 
| 
| 
i 


| (Mr. Meacuam,) from Vermont. 
| This bill provides that bounty land shail be 
| given to those who have served three months in 
| the war of 1812, in the war of Florida, in the war 
| of Wayne, and the various Indian wars since the 
| year 1790. Now, does any member of this House 
believe that the persons thus provided for, are as 
| meritorious a class as those who periled their 
| lives and sacrificed their fortunes in the war of 
| Independence? A few of those revolutionary 
| worthies still survive, and only a few. Shall they 
| not, at this late hour even, be remembered and pro- 
| vided for? And shall not the aged widows of 
those who have departed this life, receive this 
| pittance from the Government, as the solace of 
their declining days? And when both the soldiers 
and their companions are gone from among us, is 


| tow nGre | i || it not reasonable and proper that their surviving 
war with Great Britain, who were actually engaged in re- | 8 


_ children should receive the bounty? 

The officers and soldiers of modern wars were 
well paid, and have been and are to be amply 
| provided for. Those who fought for independ- 

ence were paid in a currency that was worthless, 
that is, they were not paid atall. Will you not 


submit? I put it to the candor and the conscience 
of gentlemen, if they will hestitate on a question 


|| SO plein and so reasonable ? 


he question was taken and the amendment— 
| by ayes 31, noes 89—was rejected— 

Mr. MILLSON moved the following amend- 
| ment: 


“ And provided, further, That those officers and soldiers, 
whosé aggregate service, though at different periods, may 
have exceeded or been equal to three, six, or twelve 
months, respectively, shall be entitled to the benefits of this 


act, equally with those whose service may have been con- 
tinuous.”’ . 


Mr. MILLSON said, there was an impression 
on the part of some gentlemen that this proviso was 
unnecessary, because the body of the bill, it was 
contended, contained such a provision. He did 
| not think so: he believed it was the intention of the 

framers of the bill to grant bounties to those who 
' had served three, six, or twelve months, though 
their services had not been continuous; but the 
bill would not, in his opinion, bear that construc 
tion. As it now stood, those who had not served 
the specified period at one time would not be in- 
cluded. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, stated, in 
explanation, that the bill, in his opinion, did not 
| require the service to be continuous; such was the 
| opinion of gentlemen who supported it here, and 

such was the intention of the gentlemen who had 
framed the bill. 
Mr. MILLSON said he was aware of that. His 
construction of the language, however, was differ- 
ent, and several gentlemen with whom he had con- 
versed agreed with him in that construction. ! 
the provision were already made in the bill, his 
roviso would be but surplusage, and could do no 
arm. It would guard against doubt, and reason- 
able doubt. He offered the amendment with no 
purpose to embarrass the bill, but to prevent the ex- 
clusion from its benefits of a large number of his 
| constituents, who were called out as militiame® 
on several occasions, and served Mree, six, 42 
many of them twelve months in all. 
The question was taken, and the 


was rejected. 
Mr. THURMAN moved the following amend- 
| Ment: 


And all the sailors and marinesof the naval forces which 





amendment 
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— 
were engaged in battle on lakes Erie and Cham with 
shore batteries or forces of the enemy where no ze money 
could be gained, or have actually served with the land forces 
against the enemy, shall receive one hundred and sixty 
acres of tand. 

Mr. T. said he had no wish to detain the 
committee with any lengthened remarks in re- 
ference to thisamendment. The committee must 
at once see its object. The class cf persons 
who were embraced in the amendment had ren- 
dered very meritorious services, and had never 
received bounties from the Government. He pro- 

ed the amendment to show that he had not 
been unmindful of their interests. 

Mr. T. withdrew the amendment. 

Mr. SACKETT renewed it, and said: I wish 
to call the attention of the committee—inasmuch 
as the general extent to which the bill is to 

seems to be pretty well understood—to the 

operation of it in the particular section of the | 
country in which I reside. By the bill, as it at 
present stands, only those who served three 
months and Over are entitled to advantages under 
it. The number of those belonging to the State of 
New York in the war with England, the only one 
in which they aré interested, who served for six 
months, are 7,626, and those over three months, 
18967. The firat class are entitled to eighty and 
the second to forty acres. Not more than one in 
fifteen of those men is now living, so that all New 
York will get is not over ninety thousand acres. 
She has a population of 3,000,000. All the inter- 
est, then, which the people of New York have in 
the bill is 90,000 acres, while the people of Ala- 
bama, Mississippi, Arkansas, and ‘Texas will re- 
ceive not less than 10,000,000 of acres. ' 

The bill will swallow up 100,000,000 of acres, 
and of this enormous quantity the State of New 
York will receive about 90,000. It will swal- 
low upallthe land that can be brought into the mar- 
ket for the next twenty-five years, and our popula- 
tion will be absolutely excluded. A population of 
twelve millions in the Eastern, Middie,and Atlan- 
tic States will receive but a million and a half of 
acres, while the eight millions who live in the 
South and Southwest will have ninety-eight and 
a half million acres. Under this bill Pennsylvania 
will be entitled to, say 55,000 acres. She has a 
population of two millions and over. Florida has 
a population of 60,000, and the people of that 
State with those engaged in the Florida war, will 
be entitled to at least fifteen, millions of acres. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
Mr. SacketT was rejected. 

_ Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, offered the follow- 
ing amendment: 


Provided, That all the soldiers of the revolutionary war, 
who may have served in said war, shail be entitled to 160 
acres of land, and in case of the death of any soldier, then 





the said land may be located by his widow, or in case of her 


death, by his descendants, preferring the next to kin. Pro- 


vided, further, ‘That said soldiers have not already received 


bounty Jand, 


The question was taken, and the amendment 


was rejected. 


Mr. SCHENCK offered the following, to come 


in at the end of the third section: 


And no assignment, sa» , transfer, or conveyance of the 
bounty land, allowed under the provisions of this bill, shail 
be valid in law, 80 as to divest the patentee or patentees, or 
bis or their heirs or legal representatives, of their title 
therein, but shall be utterly void, unless such assignment, 


sale, transfer or conveyance shall be endorsed on the patent 
itself, acknowleged beiore a justice of the peace, or other 


officer duly authorized to take the acknowledgement of 


deeds, and attested by two witnesses. 


Mr. S. said: This substitute for the original bill 
being sprung suddenly upon us, without oppor- 
tunity for examination, and not printed, it is hard 
to know exactly what are its terms. But I have 
had a moment to look into it at the Clerk’s desk, 
and I believe the third section provides that no 


assignment, sale, or conveyance of any kind, shall 


valid, if made before the issuing of the patent. 
The Mexican bounty-land bill provided that every 


assignment should be void or voidable in law, if 
made before the warrant was issued. In that case, 
how was the law evaded? By taking, asI have ed 
‘ soldier in }j "Jectee. 
Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, offered the follow- 


already said, the assignment from 
blank, so far as the date was concerned, and filli 


it up with false date after the warrant issued. 
How will it be under the provisions of this bill, 


as they now stand? Cony or deeds wil 
ve executed in the same way—blank as to dates 
in other respects in due 


patent, and the purchaser will pocket the 
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of property for which he has paid perhaps one 
tenth of its value. 

The amendment that I have offered provides 
against this. It provides thatthe evidence of the first 
transfer of title shall appear upon the patent itself. 
Then it must necessarily be madein good faith, and | 
cannot be filled up fraudulently. If you do not in- | 
corporate some such provision, the same advantaye | 
will be taken of the soldiers as you know has been 

| 


heretofore done, and the same frauds perpetra- | 
ted. Sir, if gentlemen will not accept some such || 


amendment as this, I shall be compelled to con- 
clude, though they may not design it, that they | 
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may be produced before the Department of the Interior, that 
any officer, commissioned or non-commissioned, private or 
musician, who may have served in the Continéntal or State 


| service during the war of the Revolation, and whe never 


received an adequate bounty in lands, either from the Uni- 
ted States, or from any State of the Union, he shat! be en- 
titled, if living, or if dead, such children, now living, as he 
may have left at his death, to euch quantity of the pullic 
lands as provided for ueder the provisions of the different 
resolutions adopted by the Continental Congress. 

Mr. ASHE said: Mr. Chairman, in offering this 
amendment, I can assure the friends of the bill 
that | have no disposition to clog or embarrass its 
passage, buton the contrary, since it is the evident 
determination of a majority of the committee that 






are acting for the advantage of speculators, rather || it shall become the law of the land, | am only 
than for the benefit of the old soldiers. || solicitous that it shall be so amended as to popu- 

Sir, I have heard much of this sympathy so | larize it in the public estimation. Before remark+ 
eloquently professed and expressed for the poor || ing upon the character of the proposed amend- 
soldier in this place, on more than one occasion || ment, I will state that | have heard of no good and 
heretofore—a great ado about what was to be done || sufficient answer to the objection urged against 
for him. We had the loud changes rung upon that || the bill—* that it is calculated to impair the char- 
theme when lands were voted to the soldiers of the || acter of our institutions for honesty and justice.” 
Mexican war. I cannot, will not, allow myself to || The public domain, or “ what is exactly the same 
believe that there are those here now who would || thing in‘a court of conscience,’”’ the proceeds 


























fess it—and yet | am assured and confident it is 
true—that there was more than one—two of such 
honorable gentlemen [| have now in my mind, || 
members of that former Congress, though not of || 
this, who went largely into that business of land- 
warrant brokerage, after they had patriotically 
helped to pass the law. It is pretty well under- 
stood that they had their jackal! agents at New 
Orleans, and elsewhere, on the return of the sol- 
diers from the war, to buy up their claims for the | 
bounty land at ten, twenty, or thirty dollars a 
head—receiving the soldier’s discharge and his 
signature to one of these forms of assignment in | 
blank; and one, at least, of these congressional 
speculators made profits thus, which have been 
estimated at a fortune of at least a hundred thou- 
sand dollars. I: gives me no pleasure, but pain 
and indignation, to believe, as 1 am constrained to 
do, that this is true. 

Several Voices. Whoarethey? Name them. 
| Mr. SCHENCK. That is not necessary. 1 
have told you they are not here now. Sir, | 
believe that the active friends of this bill honestly 
design to do something substantial for the objects 
of it; and if so, why will they not consent that 
this amendment shall be adopted, so that their 
| bounty may be made secure? The amendment 
can do no harm, at all events. Gentlemen profess | 
| to be desirous of embodying the principle of pro- | 
| tection which I contend for. Then let them so | 
modify the bill as to make the protection and | 
security sure, and thus prevent designing persons 
from taking advantage of the necessities or igno- 
rance of the soldier, and robbing him of his prop- 
| erty, by means of these fraudulent assignments, | 
made in advance of the issuing of the patent. My 
only object is, to prevent at least this great class of 
frauds in future, if I can. 

In the course of Mr. Scuencx’s remarks— 

Mr. McDONALD raised the point of order, that | 
the amendment had been otled és an amendment | 
to the amendment of the gentleman from Alabama, | 
[Mr. Hussarp,] and therefore could not again be | 
offered. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 








engage in such speculations; but I grieve to con- || of the sales of the public lands, have been solemnly 
| appropriated by a law of Congress to the redemp- 


tion of our national debt. When our country, 
laboring under the pressure of a foreign wer, was 
compelled to borrow the money wherewith to 
carry on that war, in order to facilitate this 
national purpose, this hypothecation was solemnly 
made, and the question is: Does or will not the 
passage of this bill destroy or impair tne nature of 
that security? I am decidedly of that opinion. 

I know that gentlemen, with great casuistry, 
argue that the appropriation of forty or fifty mil- 
lions of acres of the public domain, leaving the 
amount of a billion of acres still on hand, anap- 
propriated, should not be considered as having 
that effect; and in order to strengthen and make 
more plousible this position, they suggest that the 
settlement of a portion of the domain renders 
more valuable the unappropriated portions. This 
suggestion would answer very well as an argu- 
ment addressed to the jndgment of our national 
creditors, to obtain from them a release of their 
interest in such portions as we might be desirous 
of disposing of. But | submit it has no grace or 
virtue when we use itasa justification of a wanton 
violation of the public faith. We should always be 
mindful of the fret, the truth of which the history 
of the world corroborates, that national faith is the 

| brightest gem which a Republic can wear in her 
coronet. Itshould be our greatest solicitude to pre- 
serve it unimpaired. 

If the friends of the bill had edopted thoamend- 
ment offered by the honorable gentleman from 
Maryland, the purpose of which was to set aside 
thirty millions of acres of the public domain for 
the liquidation of the loan of $23,000,000, 
above referred to, this great objection would, in 
a measure, have been obviated. But, sir, the t2- 
jection of that amendment clearly evinces, on the 

| part of a majority of the committee, a fixed deter- 
mination to pass the bill with these weighty ob- 
jections thick upop it. I am constrained, Mr. 
Chairman, to say, that I cannot give the bill, under 
the circumstances, my support. Freeit from these 


|| objections and there is no soul within these walls 


| would leap with greater joy than mine at its pas- 





Mr. SCHENCK having concluded, onge. 

Tellers weye asked and ordered, and Messrs. || will only observe, in regard to the amendment 
Hesarp and Ewine were appointed. || which I have submitted, that its object is to ex- 

‘The question was taken, and the tellers reported || tend the provisions of the bill so as to embrace 
—ayes 53, noes 73. | those worthy and meritorious revolutionary pa- 


So the amegdment was rejected. || triots who have not as yet received frbm the Gov- 
Mr. WHITE offered the following amend- | ernment any substantial evidence of its gratitude. 
ment: By the resolutions of the Continental Congress, 


- Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That all land warrants | 
an eae aon ee erinal a aenien oo the attention of the committee, only those soldiers 


named, or their heirs, and shall not be transferable or lia- _and officers who enlisted under the condition to 
bie for debt, but remain the property of the aforesaid gran- | serve during the war, were entitled to any bounty 
tees, or their heirs, inalienable: nd provided, the said war- || of lands. ow, sir, it is a historical tact, that 


rants are located within five years from the day they are is- | there was a class of revolutionary patriots who 
cued, otherwise said warrants hell be void and of no effect. || enlisted for a less period than the duration of the 


passed in the years °76 and ‘8, to which I invite 


The question was put, and the amendment was 


4 dates will be || was rejected. 
inserted in fraad of the law, after the issuing of the Mr. ASHE offered the following amendment: 


ing amendment: 


And there shall be granted to the naval forces of the Uni- 
ted States which served in the Florida war witb the land 
| || forces, eighty acres to each man. 


»|| The question was taken, and the amendment 


Be it further enacted, That whenever satisfactory evidence 


| war, and who, of course, were entitled to no 
bounty under these resolutions; yet who will gain- 
| say that their claim on our benevolence ts not as 

strong, if not stronger, than those who are in- 
| cluded in the provisions of the bill under discus- 
| gion? The committee should bear in mind that it 
| was partly through their labor and service that 
| these very lands were acquired which we are now 
| disposed to distribute so profusely among others. 

| This bill is made to wear an ungracioas appexr- 
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ance in back as far as 1790, s0 as to include 
the regulars of Wipes army, and then to close 
its patriotic arms of benevolence. 
approach the confines of the Revolution, but then 
and there to fold its arms, It is far from my feel- 
ings to say bap tivag in derogation of the high 
merit of the soldiers of the war of 181/2—the war of 
‘commercial independence.”” They are fully en- 
titled to my grateful sympathies, and I only regret 
that such amendments have not been incorporated 
in this bill as would justify me in giving them 
some stronger evidence of this fact than a bare 
declaration, But, Mr. Chairman, are the other 
recipients of the bounties of this bill possessed of 
such a claim on our national gratitude as that we 
would feel justified in providing most bountifully for 
them, while at the same time we most stubbornly 
refuse to aid and assist. those designated in my 
amendment? This discrimination is, in my opin- 
ion, unjust, unwise, and improper. 

[have heard some objections made to the amend- 


ment-—that it is not confined to survivors, but in- | 
eluding the representatives of those who have long | 


since died. In answer to this objection, [ will ob- 


serve that the same provision is found in the resolu- | 


tion of 1778; and it strikes me that if there was reas- 
on and justice in the extension of the bounty at that 
time to the representatives, the like extension at 
the present time, when so few of those noble wor- 


thies survive, is mach more reasonable and just. || 
1 hope, for the character of the bill, that the | 


amendments will be adopted. 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. 


Mr. PARKER offered the following amend- | 


ment: 


“ And provided further, That the benefits of this act shall 
in nowise innure to any person, or to those claiming under 
any person, who in any of said wars ew ployed a substitute 
to serve in his stead; but the same shall innure to sucii sub- 
stitute, and those claiming under him.” 


Mr. PARKER ssid, in offering this amend. | 


ment, he desired to call the attention of the com- 
mittee to the propriety of adoptirtg the provision 
it contained, 
sons who actually performed the services, the ben- 
efits proposed to be conferred by this act, and to 


exclude from those benefits those who, instead | 
of performing service, had employed others to | 
He was sure that this object | 
would be approved by gentlemen on all sides of | 


take their places. 


the House. It might perhaps be said that such a 


porcrrian was unnecessary; but ifgentiemen would || 
ook back to former legislation, if they would refer | 
to an act that was passed in 1814, authorizing the | 
employment of a substitute, and relieving the per- | 
son thus employing a substitute at his own ex- | 
pense, from the performance of further militia du- | 
ty, they would find that it contained an express || 
stipulation that such substitute should have the || 
This provision must || 
have been inserted because the framers of that act || 

would not obtain || 
' f it was necessary to |, 
insert such & provision then, it,is necessary now; | 
and he desired that this bill should contain a sim- | 
He wished the bounty to be en- | 
joyee by him who performed the service, and not | 


benefit of the bounty land, 


thought that without it, the 
the bounties granted by it. 


ilar provision. 


y him who sat idly at home whilst his country 
was in danger. 

He knew very well what would be the fate of 
the amendment. He understood and appreciated 
the reasons why gentlemen opposed every amend- 
ment. [it was, that if one be admitted, the door 


is opened for others, and this bill will be smoth- | 


ered like thatfor which it is offered as a substi- 
tute. And if the friends of the bill desired that it 
should not be pressed, although he was anxious 
that the principle should be recognized, he would 
withdraw the amendment; but in doing so, he 
trusied that no further amendments would be 
offered, and that there would be an end of this 
strife, for it was perfectly evident that no amend- 
ment could be adopted. Gentlemen who desired 
that the bill should be amended must look to the 
other end.of the Capitol for the accomplishment 
of their wishes, He would withdraw the amend- 
ment, then, in the hope that the committee would, 
at once, proceed to the vote upon the substitute. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected, 

Mr. SCHENCK, remarking that he would make 
one more effort to perfect the bill, moved the fol- 
lowing amendment: 


It is made to || 


Its object was to secure to the per- | 


“That no assignment of any warrant for 
issued under the provisions of this bill, or of an 
therein, shall be valid in Jaw, but shall be utterly void, un- 
| Jess such assignment be endorsed by the warrantee or war- 
|| rantees, or his or their legal heirs, on the warrant itself, at- 
tested by two witnesses, and acknowledged before a justice 
of the peace or some other officer authorized to take the 
| acknowledgment of deeds. 

Mr. 8. said: It will be observed, that this is 
virtually the same amendment as that I last of- 
| ered. propose by it, at least, to accomplish 
|| the same object. My colleague, across the aisle, 
| (Mr. Porrer,]} has suggested to me, that all that 
|| is provided in the third section of the substitute, 
|| as to a transfer before patent is, that the bounty 
| land shall not be subject to any lien or execution 

for debt prior to the issuing of the patent. The 
|| bill still leaves the warrant assignable, only de- 
| claring that such assignment, or any sale made 
|| before the warrant is issued, shall be void. The 
defect, then, and the chance for frauds and cheat- 
|| ing, are precisely the same—identical with the 
present existing law granting bounties to the sol- 
diers of the Mexican war. I have said enough 
|| about the advantage that was taken of the soldiers 
by speculators, evading and circumventing the 
|| provisions of that law. TI will not repeat what is 
|| 80 notorious, and so well understood. 
| modified my amendment now, so as to make it 
conform exactly to the language of the bill, and to 
carry outand make certain the security against 
fraud, which the framers of this bill seem to have 


ty land 
nterest 


| 
| 





| 


|| designed, though they have not effected it. 
words warrant and warrantee, are inserted instead 
of patent or patentee. Leet it be made indispensa- 
| ble that the assignment of the warrant shall be 
|| made, and with due form of solemnities, and at- 


|| testation, upon the warrant itself, and there can | 
be no transfer until after it has issued, and come | 


There | 


into the possession of the person entitled. 
will be no purchasing then of a **soldier’s claim” 
for a mere song, or on speculation; but when he 
sells, he will sell land, or its admitted equivalent, 
and know its worth, and get something like its 
true value, or the full market price of his warrant. 

He withdrew the amendment at the request of 

Mr. POTTER, who renewed it and said: Like 
his colleague, [Mr. Scuenck,] he had seen the de- 


ment which he had intended to offer, with a view 
to remedy that defect. He stood here as one of the 
firm and original friends of this bill, and had voted 


o one had stood by the bill from first to last more 
resolutely than he had done. He agreed with his 
colleague that the bill was defective, and required 
this amendment. 
had suggested that it would be better to omit the 


tended to destroy the bill, and it would be better 
| to leave it to be amended at the other end of the 

Capitol. He did not wish to have the bill sent 
back from the Senate with an amendment, which 
would lead to a repetition of this scene. 

In the last bounty land bill the warrants were 
not assignable, and the consequence of this omis- 
sion was, that they depreciated in value, and 
fell down to thirty or forty dollars. The amend- 
ment of his colleague was intended to remedy this 
defect. He hoped that the amendment would be 
| agreed to. 

He renewed the amendment. 

|| Loud calls for the question. 

Mr. ROOT moved that the committee rise. Re- 
| jected. 

Great confusion, and loud calls for the question. 

The question, recurring on the am@ndment of Mr. 


| 
\| 


| 


| Scnuenck, was taken by tellers, Messrs. Beate 
| and Fow.er, and decided in the negative. 
So the amendment was rejected. 
Mr. SCHENCK offered the following amend- 
ment: 
* And the provisions and benefits of this act shall extend 
to all sailors who were engaged in the performance of ac- 
tual military duties on Jand in California during the late war 
with Mexico.” 
‘| Mr. 8S. said: I will offer this one amendment 
| more, to test the disposition of those who have ta- 
| ken this bill and subject into their peculiar keeping. 
| | was at first inclined to vote for a bill having the 

general objects of this in view; but I desired to see 

it made as safe, and just, and equal, and perfect as 

possible in its provisions. This is not allowed. 
|| Gentlemen repel the support which would be given 
|| on those conditions. I cannot, Senet with 
|| my notions, go for it, unless | may be at liberty 


I have | 


The | 


fect in this bill, and had also prepared an amend- | 


amendment at this time, as these propositions only | 
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pte every amendment which had been offered. || 
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| 





. June 24, 


as 

| complishi in the best ik ioe: - 
in wa now 

thing like oe , peter oa 


to legislate understandingly, with a vi 


object desired. 

The bill has been objected to, because it does Not 
embrace and provide fairly and equally for 4) 
those who have fought for the country, and who 
are entitled to your bounty, if any is to be granted 
But every proposition looking to amendment j, 
that particular has been eet I have tried to 
have it made more perfect in its character } 
necessary provisions against frauds that will be 
practiced upon the objects of your bounty; by 
neither is that allowed. One of the constant and 
ardent friends of the bill, and who helped you to 
frame it in its present shape, my honorable eo}. 
lengue, (Mr. Porrer,]} has admitted that it was de. 
fective and wrong, and open to objection in that 
particular; and he exhorted those who are actin 
with him to allow my amendment to go on, as 
being right and necessary. But it has been aij 
unavailing. You acknowledge, many of your. 
selves, that it requires amendment; but none is to 
be permitted. Cries of “* None at all,” from 
| the friends of the bill.] No, the decree has gone 
out, and like the lawsof the Medes and Persians, 
the rule of your caucus is inexorable, and there is 
to be no change, however needed. [Cries of 
|** No,’ “No change.” “ No amendment,’ 
‘This bill—this substitute for the original bill which 
| you have cooked up, is to be passed, I see, and 
passed precisely in the shape in which it is pre. 
sented, without regard or listening to any objec. 
tion, reasonable or unreasonable. The pill is to be 
swallowed, with eyes shut, just in the shape and 
of fhe size, that you have prepared it, and no 
other, [laughter, and cries of “ Yes,” ‘Just so.” 
Your cub is not to be licked intoany shapely form, 
however unsightly it may be; but must be sent out 
to take its chances for life, with all its deformities 
uponit, as you have produced it to the world, 
Langhter,} Well, l am content to submit; and 
will let it go now for my part, without further 
| trouble about it, or any other offer to amend. 

One word only as to this which | have now pro- 
| posed for the benefit of sailors. 1 have confined 
| it to a particular instance of service by seamen on 

shore, just to see whether the friends of the bill 
| really delle to do equal and even-handed justice 
| to those who have fought in your wars. | have 
| confined it to the conquerors of California. That 
| El Dorado, with its golden sands and glittering 


° 
° 





| rocks—that country which you profess to prize 
| above all the acquisitions of territory, won by con- 
| quest, and then secured by treaty, from Mexico— 


“|| that portion of our possessions was actually con- 
Some of the friends of the bill || po po . y 


| quered and made ours by the sailors of the Pacific 
squadron, unaided by the army. They were taken 
from their ships, mustered into companies, and 
| drilled to military duty ashore. You even had Jack 
| puton horseback there, and made a cavalry soldier, 
_ a dashing dragoon, much to his discomfort, unac- 
| customed as he was to equestrian exercise. But 
| he bore it all and more, and went through his duty 
on land bravely and zealously. He became, as 
well as your naval officers there, amphibious in 
his habits, and succeeded in his new element, as 
well as upon that to which he was more used. He 
was made to drag heavy cannon from the ships, 
over rocks and desert and rough places, with im- 
mense labor, equalled only by his patience, 0 
Cindad de los Angeles, the capital of the coun- 
try, and took possession before the soldiers were 
matched to his aid. And why will you give Jack 
no land? Why does he not participate in your 
bounty, when these are his acknowledged services 
| even ashore, on the field where alone it seems lands 
as well as laurels are to be won? I am afraid it 18 
only because Jack has no vote in your congres- 
sional elections. He lives afloat. If the sailors 
were scattered about through the interior of the 
country, where they could take part in the elec- 
tions, | suspect Jack, too, would be provided for. 
Pending the question— E 
Mr. VAN DYKE moved that the committee 
rise, and asked tellers on the motion. 
Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. ButLer, 
of Connecticut, and ALBertson wee appointed. 
The question was taken, and the Tellers repott 
ed—ayes 54, noes 83. 
~ So the committee refused to rise. f 
The question recurring on the amendment 0 
Mr. Scuence, was taken, and the amendment 
was rejected. : 
The question recurring on the substitute— 
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There were again loud calls for the question. 

{Much impatience and confusion.] 

“Mr. SACKETT moved the following amend- 


nt: 
7 And further, That no patent shall issue for any 
jand uader this act until the same shall be actually occu- 


ei.”” 
M Mr. ROBINSON raised the point of order 
against the amendment that it had been voted 
down before. 

The CHAIRMAN overruled the point of order. 

Mr. SACKELT. The question whether sol- 
diers or speculators shall have the land granted by 
this bill, is fairly presented by this amendment, 
and by the vote upon It, it will be seen whether 
gentlemen, who are professedly in favor of making 
donations of land to those who have performed 
acai services, are willing to pass such a bill as 
will secure to them the benefit of the donations, 
or whether they are for putting it in the power of 
speculators and land-jobbers by fraud to secure 
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; Veccietie | 
| So the substitute of Mr. Mixer was adoptetl | Toomhe, Tack, Venable, and 





in lieu of the original bill. , 
The bill having been gone through— 


| substitute for the title, as follows: 
+ Bill granting bounty land to certain officers and soldiers 
who were engaged in the military service of the United | 


| States.’’ 


Mr. CROWELL moved an amendment to the 
| amendment, to make the title as follows: 


| A bill to aid capitalists and speculators to monopolize | 
| the public lands and to inerease the price thereof, and to | 
| impede the settlement of the western States, in which the | 
public lands are situated.” i 

| 


| Mr. EVANS, of Ohio, raised the point of order, 
| that the title of the bill was not amendable in com- 

mittee, and that it was the last thing to be con- 
| sidered. 

Mr. THOMPSON withdrew his amendment, 
| and moved that the committee rise and report the | 
| bill. 

The question was taken, and decided in the 


| 


to themselves practically, the whole of the boun- | affirmative. 


ties we are granting. 

By this amendment, no lands will be in market 
except the lands wanted for actual settlement. 
Without it your land titles will all be in the mar- 
ket, and sold at almost nominal prices, so that the 
soldier will get little or nothing. 

Pass this amendment, and the soldier may sell 


The committee accordingly rose, and reported 
their action to the House. 
The SPEAKER announced that the question 
| was first on agreeing to the amendment, (the sub- 
stitute,) and then upon ordering the bill to be en- | 
grossed. 
Mr. MILLER (from among many competitors) | 


; | 
to some person who desires to go into the occu- || obtained the floor, and moved the previous ques- | 
} 


paney of the land, and in this way receive the || tion. 


benefit of the law, otherwise he will be defrauded 
out of all his interest under it. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was rejected. 

Mr. CONRAD offered the following amend- 
ment: 

“ Provided, That all 
have been actually engaged in battle, shail be entitled to 
the same quantity of land as those who have been in ser- 
vice for the period of six months.” 

A point of order made against the amendment 
by Mr. Harats, of lilinois, was overruled. 

Mr. CONRAD said he thought the friends of 
the bill would not object to this amendment. 
There certainly had been an oversight in the prep- 
aration ef the bill, and he desired to correct it. 
The bill, in the distribution of the bounty lands, 
makes the length of the term of service the test. 
This was not a correét test. One soldier might 
render more service in a single battle than another 
would in a service of twelve months. Of the im- 
mense number of persons who would claim the 
benefit of this bill, the majority had never rendered 
any actual service whatever—mere holiday sol- 
diers—heroes of the parade ground, whose only 
exploits consisted in their exhibiting themselves 
before the admiring eyes of the damsels in their 
neighborhood, clothed in brilliant uniforms, and 
surrounded by ; 

“All the pomp and circumstance of glorious war;’? 


bat who knew nothing of its privations or its dan- 
gers; who had never smelled gunpowder; who had 
never, perhaps, abandoned for a day their comfort- 
able homes; who could not even boast that “they 
had marched ap a hill and then marched down 
again;” and yet these men might receive a warrant 
for the largest quantity of land, while those who 
had abandoned their homes, who had suffered the 
privations and encountered the dangers of war, 
would receive less, or perhaps go entirely unre- 
warded. The heroes of Bladensburg might per- 
haps fare better than those who, at North Point 
or New Orleans, had earned immortal honors for 
themselves and their country. The men of Florida, 
Whose only merit consisted in organizing them- 
selves, for the purpose of protecting their own 
homes from a few Indians in their immediate neigh- 

thood, would unquestionably receive a larger 
Share of land than the patriotic citizens of Missis- 
sippt, Louisiana, and Alabama, who had gone to 
their assistance, and who had starved and fought 
at Withlacoochie. He would sanction no such in- 
Justice, and would vote for no bill that did sanc- 
tion t. He called upon those, therefore, who had 


taken upon themselves the exclusive guardianship | 


of this bill, to sustain this amendment. If it was 

rejected, he should certainly vote against the bill. 

_ Tellers were asked and refused, and the ques- 
tion being taken, the amendment was rejecied. 

® question again recurring on the substitute— 

The question, which was loudly called for, was 

ae en was decided in the affirmative, without a 





officers or soldiers who shall | 


| After a few words of conversation between Mr. | 

| Megane and the Speaker, upon a question of order, 

_ The bill was read. 

|. ‘The previous question was then seconded, and 
The main question was ordered, and, being | 

taken, was decided in the affirmative, without a 

| division. 

| $o the substitute reported by the committee 

was agreed to. 

| The question recurring on ordering the bill to 

_ be engrossed, was taken and decided in the affirm- 

ative. . 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. MILLER moved to reconsider the vote | 
upon the engrossment, and to lay that motion on 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

The SPEAKER announced that the question 








recurred on the passage of the bill. 
| . Mr. MILLER obtained the fioor, and moved 
| the previous question. 
r. CROWELL. Has the bill been engrossed? 
The SPEAKER. The bill has been engrossed. 
The previous question was seconded, and 


| 


The main question was ordered, being upon the 


| passage of the bill. ; 
Mr. MEADE, simultaneously with several 
other gentlemen, demanded the yeas and nays. 
| Mr. MEADE moved that the House adjourn. 
| The question was taken; and the motion was 
rejected. 
| ‘So the House refused to adjourn. 
| bill, 
| The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, were—yeas 155, nays 36, as follow: 
Y EAS—Messrs. Albertson, Alexander, Anderson, Aver- 
| 


ett, Bay, Bayly, Bingham, Bissell, Bocock, Booth, Bowdon, | 


Bowie, Bowlin, Boyd, Breck, Briggs, Albert G. Brown, Wim. 
J. Brown, Buel, Burrows, Burt, Chester Butler, Joseph Ca- 
bie, George A. Caldwell, Calvin, Campbell, Casey, Chandler, 
W. R. W. Cobb, Coicock, Cote, Corwin, Dickey, Dimmick, 
Disney, Doty, Dancan, Dunham, Edmundson, Ewing, 
Featherston, Fiteh, Fowler, Freediey, Giddin 
| Goodenow, Gorman, Gould, Green, Gringell, 


mond, Hebard, Hibbard, Hoagland, Howe, Habbard, Hun- 


| G. Kine Jonn A. King, La Sére, Littlefield, Job Mann, Mar- 
shall, ! 
McGaughey, MeLanahan, Robert 


- McLane, MeMuilen, 
| MeQueen, McWillie, Meacham, Meade, Miller, Millson, 
| Moore, Morehead, Morris, Morse, Morton, Neison, Newell, 
Ogle, Olds, Orr, O 

Phenix, Pitman, lotter, 
bins, Robinson, Ross, Sa’ 





» Bawtelle, Schermerhorn, 
Seddon, Shepperd, Silvester, Iding, Sprague, Frederick 
P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Stetson, Strong, Sweetser, 
Taylor, Tuomas, Jacob Thompson, James ‘Thompson, John 
B. Taompson, Wiltiam Thompson, Titurman, Vaa Dyke, 
Walden, Waldo, Wi 
sey, Wildriek, Williams, 
ward, and You 155. 


; 


Watkins, Wentworth, Winittle- 
iimot, Winthrop, Wood, Wood- 


NAY3S—Messrs. Alien, Beale, Bokee, Brooks, 
Coriger, Conrad, Crowell, » Deberry, Dixon, Durkee, 
Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Gerry, Gou, Heary, Holia- 
day, Holmes, Houston, Daniel P. King, George G. King, 
Preston King, Horace Mann, Otis, Risiey, Root, Rumsey, 


l 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved a | 


it 
i} 


The question recurring upon the passage of the | 


, Gilmore, | 
all, Halle~ | 
way, Hamilton, Hampton, Haralson, Harlan, Isham G. | 
Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Hay, Hay- | 


| ter, Inge, Joseph W. Jackson, Andrew Johnson, James L. | 
| Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Jones, Julian, Kerr, James | 


ason, Matteson, McClernand, Mc Donald, McDowell, | 


utlaw, Parker, Peaslee, Peck, Phelps, | 
Reynolds, Richardson, Rob- || 


LS 








Sackett, Schenck, eer ae Hi. Stephens, 
te—36. 


(Mr. Owew, when his name was called, stated 
that Mr. Creaveranp had paired off with him et 
his request, and declined to vote. 

| Mr. Ausron, who was absent from his seat at 

| the moment his name was called, asked leave to 
record his vote. “Objection was made. ]} 

| So the bill was passed. 

Mr. MILLER moved to reconsider the vote, 

and to lay that motion on the table. 
| The latter motion was agreed to. 
| ‘The question being on agreeing to the titlh— 
| Me, ‘HOMPSON, of Brigsiosipni, moved the 
| amendment to the title which he had offered in 
committee, and moved the previous question, 

Mr. CROWELL made an effort to move as an 
amendment to the amendment, the title he had 
proposed in committee, but the amendment was 
excluded by the call for the previous question. 

The previous question was seonded, and the 
main question was ordered, and under its opera- 
tion the amendment to the tide proposed by Mr, 
Tuompson was adopted. 

On motion by Mr. THOMPSON a motion to re- 
consider the vote agreeing to the title, was laid on 

the table. 
[THE BILL, 
| As finally passed, is in the form in which it was 
| submitted by Mr. Mitcer, and inserted in a pre- 
vious part of this day’s proceedings. } 

The title of the bill as amended was, ‘A bill 
granting bounty lands to certain officers and sei» 
diers who have been engaged in the military ser- 
vice of the United States.”’ 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvuespay, June 25, 1850. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetis. I am requested 
to present to the Senate the petition of five hun- 
dred inhabitants and legal voters of the town of 
Grafton, in the county of Worcester, of all polit- 
ical parties, representing that business has disas- 
trously declined under the provisions of the act of 
1846, and great embarrassment has in consequence 
ensued. 

They express their belief that the substitution 
of ad valorem for specific duties was a fatal error, 
whereby frauds of the grossest character are con- 
stantly perpetrated at the custom-house by a false 
entry of goods by fictitious valuation, depriving 
the laborer of the benefits intended to be secured 
to him by the act, and doing at tle same time 
flagrant injustice to the honest importer. 

‘They entreat Congress to apply a remedy to 
these evils, by suppressing the frauds and securing 
to the American laborer the protection which wail 
enable him to pursue his business successfully 
against the pressing competition of the cheap, 
overtasked, and down-trodden labor of Europe. 
The evils which were predicted from the act of 
1846 have been extensively realized, and are more 
|, and more severely felt as the making of fraudulent 
|| entries is more cunningly devised. The laborera 
|| have struggled on, hoping for better times, tll 
|| many of them are either overwhelmed with bank- 
|| ruptcy or obliged to suspend their business to save 
|| themselves. 

| find in the newspapers the following state- 
ments: Many of the cotton and woolen milis are 
running without profit. Some are suspended in 
part, others in whole. Calico printing hes been 
disastrous, and caused heavy and calamitous fail- 
ures. It is stated that of forty-one forge fires on 
the Saranac river, thirty-four have been extin- 
guished. Eight out of eighteen have been extin- 
guished on Salmon river; and now more than a 
| dozen out of forty-five on the Au Sable are not in 
operation. It is said, also, that of one hundred 
and twenty-two furnaces recently in operation in 
Pennsylvania, sixty-three are extinguished. In 
| Maryland, it is added, five cut of six rolling mills 
“have stopped. ‘The cause of this will be more 
apparent by stating another fact, derived from @ 

ew York paper, dated June 3: 


«“ We saw to-day a list of forty-four vessels, moet of them 
American, which had brought British iron (0 one Ot our 


| 





|} American railroad companies, within the space of abeut 
forty days. 

|| 6 Ip addition to the usual lake trade, a new wharf 4s pow 
beingsconstructed for the reception of thirty thousund tons of 

raitroad iron, now on its way from Engiand direct to Dum 

|| kirk, through the Welland canal.” ; 
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Thus the competition by this country is dimin- 
ishing and ite products decreasing, which will raise 
the value of the foreign product, and enable the 
manu'acturers of Europe to realize success and 
profit from us by the ruin of our own laborers. 

But this is not the worst aspect of the thing. 
Trade being founded on the exchange of the com- 
modities of labor, the difference between making 
and exchanging commodities with our own people 
and exchanging them with foreigners is this: if 
the Pennsylvanians make iron to the value of a 
million of dollars, there is so much wealth created 
by our laborers for their comfort and enjoyment; 
and if they sell it to Ohio, where it enters into 
consumption, Pennsylvania realizes a million of 
dollars. But Ohio acquires the means of payment 
by her industry, and therefore her laborers have 

.the privilege of producing commodities to raise this 
million of dollars, There is thus produced by the 
interchange, two millions’ worth of the products of 
industry—one by the sellers and one by the buy- 
ers; both of which go to support and comfort the 
laborers engaged in the production, as well as to 
enrich and strengthen the country. 

But if Ohia sends to a foreign market for the 


iron, then Pennsylvania must lose a million of || 


dollars, and the foreign country, where theiron is 
bought, gains thatsum. The privilege of making 
the iron is transferred to foreigners, and we lose 
what they gain—the value of it. There can be but 
one EQUIVALENT for this loss. If the laborers of 
Pennsyivania who would have produced this iron 
can find other employment, by which they can by 
their industry call into existence commodities to 
the value of a million of dollars, then such earnings 
may take the place of the iron. Butall experience 
shows that such a transfer is difficult, if not impos- 
sible. Substitutes of new employment are by no 
means easily effected, even if laborers are qualified 
for it. The history of a crisis is told in a few 
words. Excessive importations make goods ruin- 


ously cheap; our markets become overloaded; our 
mills, Our shops, and furnaces are shut up, either 
because the proprietors are ruined, or to escape 
ruin: the balance of trade accumulates against us; 
and, as a last resort, when we have nothing else 
to supply us, we send away our coin to en- 
rich the foreign laborer and to sustain foreign shops 


and mills. This state of things proves that labor 
is inactive and incapable of exerting its energies 
successfully to supply the wants of the country, 
which grows poor under the operation. 

Nor does it require any wide difference in value 
between foreign and domestic productions to cause 
a ruinous condition of things, by driving us abroad 
to seek supplies instead of obtaining them here. 
If the foreigner can place a commodity in our 
market at five percent. less than it can be afforded 
by our producers, this is just as fatal to their suc- 
cess as fifty per cent.; for no man will engage in 
the production with a certainty of loss before him. 
Let us, then, look into a supposed state of facts, 
not improbable, and see what results may happen 
in prosecuting such views as are now advocated. 
Sup we have the capacity to produce three 
million dollars’ worth of woolens annually, and we 
take them all of foreigners because we can obtain 
them five per cent. cheaper than our laborers can 
afford to make them: we should save nominally on 
that amount one hundred and fifty thousand dol- 
lars; but to gain that, the country would lose the 
privilege of earning by its own labor three millions 
of dollars, and we should be compelled to add to 
that a heavy sacrifice upon the raw material, which 
would cease to find a market here. I might add to 
this, that the moment our shops and mills cease 
to be the competitors of foreign productions, the 
value of such productions will rise. It is quite 
time, sir, that Congress should devote its attention 
to the claims which the public have upon its con- 
sideration. 

The memorial was laid on the table. 

Mr. MASON presented the memorial of naval 
surgeons and others, physicians and citizens of 
Norfolk, Virginia, and a memorial of the profes- 
sers of the University of Virginia, asking that the 
rank of medical officers of the navy may be assim- 
ilated by law to that of officers of like grades in the 
medical staff of the army; which were referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


PETITION FOR RELIEF OF THE INSANE. 


M¢. PEARCE presented the memorial of D. L. 
Dix, asking a grant of public land for the estab- 








lishment of an asylum for the indigent curable and 
incurable insane in the United States. In present- 
ing this memorial— 

Mr. P. said : This memorial comes froma lady 
of well-known practical benevolence, who unites 
in her own cliaracter all the graces and virtues 
which adorn her sex, and who has devoted her 
time and talents for a number of years to theame- 


| lioration of the condition of that class of our citi- 
| zens for whom ahe asks relief. She has gathered 


from public docaments—and very largely from her 
own experience and observations—a variety of 
facts, of which she has made a simple statement, 


| which, of itself, constitutes the moat touching ap- 


peal to our sympathy I have ever read. The me- 


| morial shows that the number of insane in the 
| United States at the taking of the last census was 
| about eighteen thousand; and that this number at 


the present time has swollen to more than twenty- 
two thousand. A singular view presented is, that 
this class of unhappy sufferers in the United States 
is more numerous, in proportion to our population, 


| than in aay other known country; and this seems to 


be referable to the fact, that there exists in no other 
country such freedom of civil, political, and re- 
ligious institutions, and of course that there is no- 


| where else the same variety and number of causes 
| of mental excitement. 


Skillful physicians, ex pe- 
rienced in the management of the insane, have 
demonstrated how much may be done for the cure 
and improvement of that class, by means properly 


| adapted to their treatment; and the facts collected 
|| by this lady show how deplorably destitute the 


most of them are. Not to mention numerous 
cases of individual suffering, most harrowing in 
their details, I beg leave to read an extract from 
her memorial, in which she sums up the results of 
some of her observations: 


**T repeat that these institutions, liberally sustained as are 
most of them, cannot accommodate the insane population 


of the United States who require prompt remedial care. 


“It may be suggested that, though hospital treatment is 
expedient, perbaps it may not be absolutely necessary, es- 
pecially for vast numbers, whose condition may be consid- 
ered irrecoverable, and in whom the right exercise of the 
reasoning faculties may be looked upon as past hope. 
Rather than enter upon a philosophical and abstract argu- 
ment to prove the contrary to be the fact, I will ask per- 
mission to spread before you a few statements, gathered, 
without special selection, from a mass of records made from 
existing cases, sought out and noted during eight years of 
sad, patient, deliberate investigation. To insure accuracy, 
establish facts beyond controversy, and procure, so far as 
possible, temporary or permanent relief, more than sixty 
thousand miles have been traversed, and no time or labor 
spared which fidelity to this imperative and grievous voca- 
tion demanded. The only States as yet unvisited are North 
Carolina, Florida, and Texas. From each of these, how- 
ever, [ have had communications which clearly prove that 
the conditions of the indigent insane differ in no essential 
degree from those of other States. ‘ 

“TT have myself seen more than nine thousand idiots, 
epileptics, and insane, in these United States, destitute of 


| aprropriate care and protection; and of this vast and most 
| miserable company, sought out in jails,in poor-houses, and 


in private dwellings, there have been hundreds, nay, rather 
thousands, bound with galling chains, bowed beneath fetters 


| and heavy iron balls, attached to dray-chains, lacerated with 


ropes, scourged with rods, and terrified beneath storms of 


| profane execrations and cruel blows; now subject to gibes 


and scorn, and torturing tricks, now abandoned to the most 
loathsome necessities, or subject to the vilest and most out- 
rageous violations. These are strong terms, but language 
fails to convey the astounding truths.’? 


The memorialist then gives the scenes she has 
witnessed in detail, and says: 


*<T pass by without detail nearly one hundred examples of 
insane men and women, in filthy cells, chained and hobbled, 
together with many idiots and épileptics wandering abroad. 
Some were confined in low, damp, dark cellars; some 
wasted their wretched existence in dreary dungeons, de- 
serted and neglected. It would be fruitless to attempt de- 
scribing the sufferings of these unhappy beings for a day 
even, What must be the accumulation of the pains and 
woes of years, consigned to prisons and poor-houses, to 
cells and dungeons, enduring every variety of privation— 
helpless, deserted of kindred, tortured by fearful delusions, 
and suffering indescribable pains and abuses. These are no 
tales of fiction. I believe that there is no imaginable form 
of severity, of crvelty, of neglect, of every sort of ill man- 
agement for mind and body, to which I have not seen the 
ae subject in all our country, excepting the three sec- 
tions already defined. Asa general rule, ignorance res 
the largest measure of these shocking results; but, while 
of late years much is accomplished, and more is proposed, 
by far the largest part of those who suffer remain unre- 
lieved, and must do 80, except the General Government 
unites to assist the several States in this work.’ 


The views of Miss Dix have been fully ap- 
proved by a convention of medical men, engaged 
in the superintendence of institutions for the in- 
sane, recently assembled in Boston, 

1 will add, Mr. President, that although the la- 
bors of this lady have procured munificent dona- 
tions from wealthy and benevolent individuals, 
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and noble grants from some of the States, the 
fortunates for whom they are intended are not 
by any means adequately provided for. Th 
means are probably not more than Sufficient fr 
one fifth of them. She therefore appeals to the 
General Government for further assistance. ; 
_ Allow me to say further, sir, that there jg noth. 
ing by which the age in which we live is 80 Much 
and so favorably distinguished from the most le 
rious of those which have preceded it, as the ar 
tention now paid to the rights of suffering human. 
ity. This is one of the glories that cannot be 
claimed for the past; and L am sure that no proude, 
oranore enduring monument to the true glory of 
the United States can be raised, than an adequate 
provision for that class of people who, of al] oth. 
ers, are most entitled to our sympathy and care 
This memorial was presented abet tWo years 
ago, but was not then acted upon. It is now pre, 
sented with such alterations and additions ag ex. 
perience and observation have suggested. | moye 
its reference now to a select committee, to be ay. 
pointed by the Chair, and that it be printed, 

Mr. PEARCE moved that the committee be ap. 
pointed by the Chair; which motion having beg 
agreed to— 

The VICE PRESIDENT named the following 
as the select committee: Mr. Pearce, Mr. Bey. 
ton, Mr. Davis of Massachusetts, Mr. Dicxy. 
son, and Mr. Bet. 

On motion by Mr. FELCH, 


Ordered, That the resolution of the Legislature of Michi. 
gan, on the files of the Senate, in favor of granting alteriaty 
sections of land for public works in that State, be referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES, 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit. 
tee on Military Affairs, to which was referred the 
several memorials of clerks in the military bureaus 
of the Government for an increase of salary, re. 
ported a bill to provide for the classification of the 
clerks in the military bureaus, and to equalize 
their salaries; which was read, and passed to a 
second reading. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee of 
Claims, to which was referred the petition of Al. 
exander Y. P. Garnet, assistant surgeoy United 
States navy, asking compensation for extra ser. 
vices, submitted a report, which was ordered w 
be printed, accompanied by a bill for the relief of 
Alexander Y. P. Garnet; which was read, and 
passed to a second reading. 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED, 

Mr. RUSK submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Seeretary of War. be directed to com- 
muuicate to the Senate the report of the recounoissance of 
Licutenant Whiting, of the engineer corps, in the State of 
Texas, and recently submitted by him to the Engineer De 
partment, together with the map accompanying the same. 

Mr. KING submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing 0). M. 
Hunter, of the State of Alabama, to relinquish to the United 
States certain lands purchased by him, a list of which is tur- 
nished, and that he be permitted to enter other lands in liet 
thereof which are subject to entry at private sale. 


_Mr. FELCH submitted the following resolu: 
tion: 

Resolved, That five thousand copies of the report of Messrs, 
Fuster and Whitney on the geology of the copper lands 
of the Lake Superior district, communicated to the House 
of Representatives by the Secretary of the Interior, % 
= and bound for the use of the Senate, and that three 

undred copies thereof be furnished vo the Smithsonian li 
stitution for distribution. 

The Senate having proceeded to consider the 
said resolution, it was 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Print 
ing. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. RUSK, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill to provide for two 
additional regiments of cavalry; which was 
a first and second time by its title, and referred 
the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill grant- 
ing the right of way and making a grant of land 
to the State of Arkansas in aid of the constractio® 
of the military road from Memphis to St. Franc's; 
which was a first and second time by its title, 4 
referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 


GRANT OF LANDS TO MISSISSIPPI. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. I ask the Senal® 
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Senate bill No. 16, being a bill granting | 
o Seat of Mississippi the right of wa nat 
donation of public land for the page of locating | 
and constructing & railroad from randon to the 
eastern border of said State, in the direction of | 
Montgomery, Alabama. a 4 
The motion was agreed to, — 
Mr, DAVIS. The committee who eee 
this bill have reported an amendment, which is to | 
srike out all after the enacting clause, and insert 
a substitute: 


That the right of way through the public lands be and the | 
je hereby granted to the State of Mississippi for the 
ryction of a railroad from Brandon, in said State, to 
the eastern border of said State, in the direction of Mont- | 
omery, in the State of Alabama, with the right also to take | 
ecessary materials of earth, stone and timber, from the 
: plic tands of the United States, adjacent to said railroad, 
Pe the construction thereof: Provided, That the right of 
way shall not exceed one hundred feet on each side of the 
jength thereof 5 and a copy of the survey of said road, made 
undet the direction of the Legislature, shall be forwarded 
to the proper local land offices respectively, and to the Gen- 
oral Land Office at Washington city, within ninety days 
after the completion of the same. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That there be and is 
hereby granted to the State of Mississippi, for the purpose 
of aiding in making the raiiroad aforesaid, every alternate 
cection of land designated by even numbers, for six sections 
in width on each side of said road; but in case it shall ap- 

ar at the United States have, when the line or route of 
said rond is definitely fixed by the authority aforesaid, sold 
any patof any section hereby granted, or that the right of 
preémptivn has attached to the same, thea it shall be lawful 
for any agent or agents to be appointed by the Governor of 
said State to select, subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior, from the lands of the United States most 
contiguous to the tier of sections above specified, so much 
jand in alternate sections or parts of sections as shall be 
equal to such lands as the United States have sold, or to 
which the right of preémption has attached as aforesaid, 
which lands, being equal in quantity to one half of six sec- 
tions in width on each side of said road the State of Mississip- 
pi shall have and hold to and for the use and purpose afore- 
said: Provided, That the lands to be so located shall in no 
cave be further than fifteen miles from the line of the road: 
int provided, further, That the lands hereby granted shall 
be applied in the construction of said road, and shall be dis- 
posed of only as the work progresses, and shall be applied 
to no other purpose whatsoever: 4nd provide!, further, 
That any and all Jands reserved to the United States by any 
act of Congress, for the purpose of aiding in any object of 
internal improvement, or in any manner for any purpose 
whatsoever, be and the same are hereby reserved to the 
United States from the operations of this act, except so far 
as it may be found necessary to locate the route of the said | 
railroad through such reserved lands. 

Sec. 3. nd be it further enacted, That the sections and 
parts of se tiows of land which, by such grant, shall remain | 
to the United States within six miles on each side of said | 
road, shall not be sold for less than double the minimum | 
price of the public lands when sold. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the said land | 
hereby granted to the said State shall be subject to the dis- 
posal of the Legislature thereof, for the purposes aforesaid, 
and no other; and the said railroad shall be and remain a 
public highway, for the use of the Government of the United 
States, free frem toll or other charge upon the transporta- | 
tion of any property or troops of the United States. 

Sec. 5. nd be it further enacted, That if the said railroad 
shall not be ecempleted within ten years, the said State of | 
Mississippi shall be bound to pay to the United States the 
amount which may be received upon the sale of any part of 
said lands by said State, the title to the purchasers under 
sail State remaining valid; and the title to the residue of 
said Jands shall reinvest in the United States, to have and 
hold the same in the same manner as if this act had not 
been passed. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the United States 
mail shal! at all times be transported on said railroad, under 
the direction of the Post Office Department, at such price as | 
Congress may by law direct. 


same 
const 








Mr. DAVIS. The amendment proposed by the 
committee makes this bill conform entirely with 
those bills that have already passed the Senate, 
for purposes similar to that sought to be accom- 
plished by this bill. It is different somewhat | 
from the bill which I introduced into the Senate. 

he main differences are these: it allows the land 
to be taken at a greater distance from the road 
than was originally proposed, and increases the | 
price of the reserved sections to two and a half 
dollars per acre. I have been opposed to both of | 

alterations, believing, as I do, that keeping 
the lands at the minimum price is the most likely 
way to bring them into market, to cause them to 
settled upon and improved, and thus to make 
available to the Treasury of the United 
tes. Buti shall nots on this occasion, make | 
any objection to the amendment the committee | 


have offered. 
agreed to. The bill was | 


The amendment was 
then reported to the Senate, and the amendment | 
Was concurred in. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. There being no 
question is, shall the bill be 








| sections was fixed at two dollars and a half per 





Mr. CHASE. I understand that this bill pro- || 
poses to give to Mississippi six miles instead of | 
five, as pro in the former bill. I had sup- | 
sed that, so far as that was concerned, the bills 








a which have been sanctioned by this body. 


hen, if at any future time it shall be deemed ex- 


|| pedient to take off this increase of price, | for one 
shall be prepared to vote for the measure. 


I pre- 


should all be alike, and I make no objection to the | sume that every member of the committee wil! have 


bill as last reported on that head. I doubt, how- | 
ever, the expediency of so much of it as relates to || 
raising the price of the reserved sections. One of | 
the original grants for similar purposes was made |) 
to the State of Ohio, and the price of the reserved | 


acre. The result has been to retard the popula- 
tion of that portion of the State. It has prevented 


no difficulty in coming to the conclusion that the 
public would obtain an abundant equivalent for the 
reduction of the price of the public lands in the de- 
velopments of industry, and the facilities secured 
to the Government for the transmission of the 


| mails, and in many other particulars which | need 


not designate; that we would obtain an ample 
equivalent, and would consult the public interest in 


the bringing of all that land into market, and has || a high degree, by making grants without requiring 


roved a serious injury instead of a benefit. There 
is now an application here to reduce the price of 
these lands. I shall be very glad if this bill, as 
well as the others, may be passed without the in- 
crease of price; for if this increase of price is 
adopted, I am satisfied that one State after another 
will come here with an application to reduce the 
price of these lands, and we shall have again to go 
over the whole business. 

But, sir, there is another reason why the amend- 
ment should not be adopted. I think that the true 
policy of the Government is to give the land to 
the actual settlers; but, instead of doing that, we 
are here proposing to increase the price. Yes, sir, 
we are talking of increasing the price instead of 
giving a part of the land, at least, to actual settlers, 
by whose labor the value of the remainder would 
be increased when brought into market. I will 
make a motion to strike out so much as relates to 
the increase of the price of the lands. It is to 
strike out the third section of the bill, as proposed 
to be amended. 

Mr. SMITH. Being a member of the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, I wish to say a very few 
words on this subject. The committee have re- 
ported all these bills in conformity with what has 
been the practice of Congress on this subject. If 
it was the purpose of the honorable Senator from 
Ohio to bring this question to the consideration of 
the Senate, it is to be regretted that the Senator | 
did not make the motion when we had the first bill 
of this kind before us for consideration. Now, | 
have no difficulty at all in saying that I would 
most cheerfully adopt the rule of policy suggested 
by my honorable friend. I am among the number 
of those who doubt exceedingly the policy of in- 
creasing the price of the intermediate sections 
which are reserved to the United States. If the 
two Houses of Congress were prepared to say that 
they would grant the alternate sections for the 
purpose of encouraging these works of internal | 
improvement, and would be satisfied, without || 
seeking an equivalent by doubling the price of the || 
intermediate sections, I for one would most cheer- | 
fully acquiesce in the measure. But I have sup- | 
posed that Congress was not prepared at present | 
to adopt this rule of policy. It has been the uni- 
form practice of the two Houses of Congress, from | 
the time that these grants were first made to the | 
States, in order to aid these objects of internal im- 
provements, to seek an equivalent tothe Treasury | 
of the United States, by doubling the price of the || 
intermediate sections reserved to the United States. | 
Now, whatever may be the opinion of the Senator 
on this subject, I doubt exceedingly whether the 
bill can become a law, or whether any bill can be- | 
come a law, and receive the sanction of the two 
Houses of Congress, which shall grant the alter- 
nate sections to any State in the Union for the 
purpose indicated in this bill, unless we shall se- 
cure to the Treasury of the United States an equiv- 
alent, by increasing the price of the intermediate 
sections of the public land. It will be recollected 
by the Senate, that there has been no difficulty 
hitherto in carrying bills of this kind through 

the Senate. A very considerable number passed 
the Senate at the last session of Congress, and 
they went to the House of Representatives, | 
and there met with strenuous opposition, which 
defeated them. I am confident that any bill which 
shall be framed on any other principle than that 
which is contained in this bill, will share the same | 
fate at the hands of the nt House of Repre- | 
sentatives. I have not, therefore, the least hope | 
or anes that any bill will pass through | 
Congress eXcept it contains the principle of this 
bill. And as we have already passed two or three 
bills drawn in conformity with this bill, I trust the | 
Senate will reject the amendment of the honorable 


. 


’ 
; 





Senator, and pass this bill according to the princi- | 


an increase of the price upon the intermediate seec- 


tions. But, inasmuch as we have passed several 


similar bills, it seems to me it would be highly in- 
expedient to place this on a different footing. If 
this bill shall pass, and others which are before the 
Senate, we can take up the subject ata futare time, 
and 


pass a general bill, applicable to all cases 
whieh shall come before us, and apply the princi- 
ple indicated by my honorable friend, so that 
all cases may stand exactly upon a footing of 
equality. 

In regard to another subject which has been 


alluded to by the honorable Senator, it seems to me 


not proper to enter into a discussion of it at this 
time. Itis a large question, whether we are to 
embark in the system of giving away the public 
lands. ‘There are many questions involved in that 
subject, which I may take occasion to give my 
views upon, if the question should come before the 
Senate. One thing | would remark, that at the 
very moment that principle is adgpted, there is an 
end of all power, through the instrumentality of all 
these appropriations, to aid in the construction of 
any railroad or canal. When you concede that 
they are to be given away to actual setilers, not 
only these alternate sections, but all the school 
lands, and every single acre granted by way of 
bounty; will be utterly valueless. But | will not 
dwell on this subject. It is not now before the 
Senate. The question is, whether we shall pass 
this bill on a different footing from those which 
have been passed. The Senate will come to the 
conclusion, I think, that we ought not to do it. If 
my honorable friend contemplated bringing this 
question before the Senate, he should have done 
so when we had the bill for the Illinois railroad 
before us. 

Mr. FOOTE. I hope, after the explanation of 
the Senator from Connecticut, the Senator frorn 
Ohio will withdraw his amendment, and allow this 
bill to pass on an equal footing with those which 
have been already passed. If it turns out to have 
xcen Impolitic, we can repeal it hereafier. But, 
still, sir, [ am not only willing, but | am exceed.. 
ingly anxious, that this bill should pass with this 
section in it, under all the circumstances, | think 
it will be better that it should pass with this third 
section in it, than that any serious delay shat| 
occur. I hope the Senator from Ohio will with. 
draw his amendment, and allow the bill to pass at 
the present time. 

Mr. CLAY. [ask that the bill may be jaid on 
the table, in order that it may be taken up again 
to-morrow, the hour having arrived for taking up 
the order of the day. 


The motion was agreed to, and the bill was laid 
on the table. 


THE COMPROMISE BILL. 


The Senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the special order of the day, being the bili to 
admit California as a State into the Union, to es. 
tablish territorial governments for Utah and New 
Mexico, and making proposals to Texas for the 
establishment of her western and northern bound- 
aries. 

The question before the Senate was the amend- 
ment offered yesterday by Mr. Sours. 

Mr. SOULE resumed and concluded the speecti 
which he commenced yesterday in support of his 
amendment; and which speech wil! be found in the 


| Appendix. 


Mr. DOUGLAS obtained the floor, and yielded 
Mr. PEARCE, on whose motion the Senate 


| proceeded to the consideration of Executive busi- 
| ness, and, after some time spent therein, the doors 
|| were reopened, and, on motion, 


The Senate adjourned. 
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Wenpnespar, June 26, 1850. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
CONVENTION IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee 
imous consent of the House to offer the following 
resolution; which was read for information, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States he re- 


quested to communicate to this House (if notincompatible 
with the public interest) all orders or instructions issaed hy 


officer in New Mexico, and all dispatches reeeived there- 
from; also, to communicate any information which may 
have been received by him relative to the call of a conven- 
tion of the people of New Mexico, for the purpose of form- 
juga State constitution; and that he inform the House 
whether, if such eali bas been made, the same has been or- 
dered, advised, or approved by the Executive ; and by whoin 
or by what authority such proceedings have been adopted 
to change the government of said territory. 


Mr. OTIS objected. 
THE SPEAKER'S TABLE. 


Mr. BOWLIN. I desire again to invite the 
attention of the House to the accumulation of bills 
from the Senate on the Speaker’s table, that oyght 
to tie referred to the appropriate committees. | 
ask-the unanimous consent of the House to take 
them up for purposes of reference. 


Mr. PRESTON KING objected. 
CONTESTED ELECTION—IOWA. 


the day. 

Mr. McCLERNAND inquired whether it was 
competent, in viev of the special orders, to call 
for the regular order of business ? 

The SPEAKER stated that the contested-elec- 
tion case from lowa had been postponed for fur- 





| 


; : i 
uny department of this Government to any military or other || 


| 
| 


| 


, 


CONTESTED ELECTION—IOWA. 
Mr. Witiiam Tuompson, Sitting Member. 
Mr. Danrer F. Mitver, Contestant. 
The SPEAKER. The order of business to- 
| day is the report of the Committee on Elections, 


asked the unan- || on the contested election from the first congres- 


| sional district of Iowa. 

| Mr. STRONG called for the reading of the 
| reports in the case, remarking that they had been 
| printed but a day or two, and doubtless members 
of the House were not familiar with the facts of 
| the case. 

| The SPEAKER. The reports will be read. 


| admitting the contestant to a seat in the Hall, and 


‘| authorizing him to address the House during the 


pending of the case. 


Mr. WENTWORTH. I suppose the hour 


| 


|| rule will apply in this case? 


The SPEAKER. 


It will be so held, as it has 
| been in other cases. 


|| The question was taken, and the resolution was 
|| agreed to, 


| “Mr. McGAUGHEY suggested to the chairman 
| of the Committee on Elections [Mr. Strone] to 
withdraw the call for the reading of the reports, as 


\| it would consume much time and members could 


ther consideration to to-day, and that being a ques- | 
tion of privilege, it had precedence over all other | 


business, 


Mr. MeCLERNAND moved that the special or- | 


der of business be postponed for one hour, that 
the regular order might be called for. 

The SPEAKER stated that such a motion 
would not be in order; but a motion to postpone 
until to-morrow would be. 


Mr. PHGENIX rose, and said he wished to in- 
quire of the Committee on Printing at what time 


| 
Mr. McCLERNAND made the latter motion. | 


the Patent Office report would be printed and | 


ready for delivery? He wished an answer for the || 


information of the country. 

The SPEAKER stated that no conversation 
was in order at this time. 

The question was taken, and the motion to post- 
pone was rejected. 


ARREARS OF EXTRA PAY. 


Mr. BURT rose, and said he desired to ask the i 


unanimous consent of the House that a joint resolu- 
uon, which had passed the Senate and was now on | 


‘ , ~ s | 
the Speaker's table, affecting the business of the | Gavies Werecervectly aeecttbed. 
executive departments of the Government, and |, 


especially the bureaus connected with the War 
Department, be taken up and passed. 
sure if the House would do him the kindness to 


more profitably read them themselves. 

| Mr. STRONG insisted upon the reading. 

| ‘The two reports in the case were tead, the 
| reading occupying about an hour. The majority 
| report is made by the chairman, Mr. Strona; the 
| minority report by Mr. Van Dyxe. The follow- 
| ing extracts from the two reports present a general 
| view of the issues involved: 

} FROM THE M4SJORITY REPORT. 

“The official return of the votes polled in said district for 
| a member of the House of Representatives of the thirty-first 


Congress, at the general election held on the 7th day of Au- 
gust, A. D, 1848, is as follows: 


For William Thompson ............cceceees 6.477 
Por Danbed: Oi Mie tii io i6i.o 4b ovs des onesie 6,091 
Official majority for William Thompson.... 336 


This official return is alleged by the contestant to be erro- 

neous in three several particulars. He alleges— 

1. That in Monroe, one of the counties embraced in the 
| said congressional district, ttre clerk of the board of com- 
| missioners of said county, who was also by law a member 
of the board of ecanvassers, suppressed the vote of Kanes- 
ville, a precinct of the county, and certified a false return of 
| the votes given ; thatthe vote of Kanesville, thus suppressed, 
| was: for Daniel F. Miller 493, and tor William Thompson 
30; and that these votes should be added to the number 
officially returned. 

2. He alleges that the baard of canvassers of Polk county, 


i] also one of the counties compsing the district, counted and 


| 
| 
} 
| 


|| certified forty-two votes for William Thompson and six for 


the contestant, which were cast insBoone township, of said 
county. These votes the contestant claims should be de- 
ducted from the aggregates of the official return, because, as 
he alleges, Boone township was placed by the districting 
act in the second congressional district. 

3. The contestant claims to be allowed seven additional 
votes in Marion county, which is also within the first dis- 
triet. These votes were given for Daniel Miller, and were 
rejected by the canvassers on accountof the omission of the 
initial of the middle name, though the christian and sir- 


Upon the other side, the sitting member claims— 
1. That there should be allowed and counted the votes 


He was 1} in White Oak township, Mahaska county, (another of the 
|| counties within said district,) which were rejected by the 


; : || eanvassers, on the ground that the judges of the election in 
allow it to be taken up and read, that no single || h E ; 


that township did not certify that they had been sworn, ac- 


member would object to its passage. His object || cording to the requisition of the statutes of Iowa, although, 


in moving the consideration of the resolution at || 
this time arose from the fact that, by the provision || 
of the joint resolution itself, it was to take effect || 


in truth. such oath had been administered. The votes polled 
in said White Oak township were: 53 for William Thomp- 
son, and 16 for Daniel F. Miller. 

2, The sitting member also claims, that there should be 


at the end of the fiscal year, which was the first of || added to the official return the votes given in Chariton 
July; and if it were not passed before the first of || township, Appanoose county, (also within the distric!,) re- 


July, the law of the Senate would be wholly in- |) 


operative and ineffectual. 
not a member of this House who could object to 
the joint resolution. 


South Carolina indicate the character of the joint 
resolution? 

Me. BURT. Itisaresolution to transfer claims 
for arrears of extra pay from the paymaster’s de- 
partment to the auditor's department, by which a 
consilerable saving would be made, to which the 
bureaus were entirely willing, and which the pub- 
lic service eminently demanded. 

Mr. JONES objected to taking up any business 
on the table out of order. 

Mr. BURT. . If my friend from Tennessee wil! 
allow the resolution to be read, and will object to 
it then, | will not say another word. 

Mr. JONES persisted in his objection. - 

Mer. BURT called for the regular order of busi- 
ness. 


| jected by the canvassers for the same feasons for which the 
| votes of White Oak township were rejected; whereas, in 


He was sure there was || truth, the officers of the election in Chariton were sworn. 


| The vote of Chariton township was: for William Thomp- 


|| son 16, and for Daniel F. Miller none. 








| 


The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman ead || _ 3 The sitting member claims that'there should be added 


| to the official return the vote of Wells township, in Appa- 
| noose county, also rejected by the board of canvassera, for 
| reasons similar to those assigned in the case of Chariton 
| township. The votes in Wells were: for William Thomp- 
| son J}, and for Daniel F. Miller 3. 
| -4.°The sitting member also alleges that, in the township 
| af Boone, in Dallas county, (whieh is one of the counties 
embraced within the congressional district,) 56 votes were 
| iMegally received and counted for the contestant, under the 
| following cireumstarces : The persons who thus voted were 
| not quatified voters, under the constimtion and laws of the 
| State, in Dallas county. ‘They were at the time non-resi- 
dents of the county, and came, on the day next preceding 
the elvction, to the place at which it was held, from without 
| the bounds of the county of Dallas, and without the 
| bounds of any district of country attaciied to Dallas for elec- 
| tion purposes, These fifty-six votes, it is claimed by the 
| sitting menber, should be deducted from the number re- 
| turned as having been given to the contestant. 
* * . * * * +. * 


Mr. VAN DYKE moved the usual resolution | 
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rect stateinent of the votes received 
and the contestant is as follows : by the sitting mente 
Por Willicm 


Official abstract as PetUTMeD. «0.6.6 oeee ee eee. 6477 


White Oak, Mahaska county............... 53 
Chariton, SE COUMY cee see eee. 18 “ 
Wells, Appanoose county... ..........00..005, ll. « 

Total vote received by William Thompson, 6.557 « 

: For Daniel F. Milter. 
Official abstract as returned............ +» 6,09) 
Rejected votes in Marion......... Coe e vececwes ao _ 
White Oak, Mahaska county................ 16 “ 
Wells, Appanoose county......... 0.6.0.4... 3 « 

. 6,7 « 

Deduct illegal votes in Dallas given to contest- 

BI. we cadens edewecdeeecdseecnseescuice ces 3 “ 
Total vote received by Daniel F. Miller... 679 « 
Majority for William Thompson.......... Ga « 

It is apparent, therefore. that, even if the vot 

ville be received and counted, the result oa 
ehanged. The Kanesville vote was: 493 for Daniel P. 
Miller, and 30 for William Thompson. If this vow jy 


added to the aggregate above stated, it stands: 
For William Thompson. 

Aggregate as above ..........0..05. 

Add Kauesville votes.......... 


Peewee eee 


+ + -6,557 votes, 


Se eeeeeeeeeees wv & 
Ros 0546 0. seh Een pass naem takin 26,587 “ 

For Daniel F. Miller. Wap 
JE GE BONE o's 0040 0000ns Reamanas cee ccs 6,079 votes 
Add Kanesville votes......ccsccccccccccesseses 43 
; 6,572 « 
Majority for William Thompson..... ane ge r 





In every aspect, therefore, in which the case can be just! 
considered, your commitire are of Opinion that Williag 
Thowpson received a majority of the votes which were |e. 
gally polled, and was duly elected @ representative to tie 
thirty-first Congress froin the first congressional district of 
lowa, 

They submit the following resolution : 

Resolved, That Williain Thompson Is entitled to the sea 
in this House which he now holds as the re presentative from 
the fir-t congressional district of lowa. 

The resolution appended to this report was adopted by the 
following vote: , 

Aves—Messrs. Ashe, Isham G. Harris, Disney, Sampson 
W. Harris, and Strong, 

Noes—Messrs, Van Dyke, Thompson, McGaughey, and 
Andrews. 

The votes of White Oak and Chariton were unanimously 
ordered to be counted. 

The vote of Wells ordered to be counted: 

Aves—Messrs. Strong, Sampson W. Harris, Disney, Van 
Dyke, Thompson, Isham G. Harris, McGaughey, and Ashe. 

No—Mr. Andrews. 

Upon receiving the vote of Kanesville : 

Ayes—Messrs. Van Dyke, Thompson, McGaugliey, Ashe, 
and Andrews. 

Noes—Messrs. Strong, Disney, Sampson W. Harris, and 
Isham G. Harris. 

Upon rejecting the vote of Boone township, Polk county: 

Ayves—Messts. 8. W. Harris, Van Dyke, Thompson, 1.6. 
Harris, McGaughey, and Andrews. 

Noges—Meessrs. Strong, Disney, and Ashe. 

Upon rejecting the voters in Boone township, Dallas 
county, proved to have resided south of the south line of 
Dallas: - 

Aves—Messrs. 8S. W. Harrig, I. G. Harris, Disney, Van 
Dyke, Ashe, and Strong. 

Nogs—Mesers. McGaughey and Andrews. 


THE MINORITY REPORT 


Concludes with recommending the adoption of the 
following resolutions: 

1. Resolved, That the seven voves vast at Pleasant Grove, 
with the middie letter of the contestant’s name omitted, be 
allowed and counted for him. 

2. Resolved, That the vote cast at Kanesville be allowed 
aud counted as a legal vote. 

3. Resolved, Tiat the vote cast at White Oak be counted 
atid allowed as a legal vote. 

4. Resolved, “i hat the vote cast at Chariton be allowed 
and counted as a legal vote. 

5. Resolved, That the vote cast in Wells township be @- 
Jowed and counted as a legal vote. 

6. Resolved, That the vote cast in the township of Boone, 
in the county of Potk, in the second district, be disallowed 
and deducted from the votes counted for the first district 

7. Resolved, 'That the votes castin the county of Dallas, 
by persons proved to have been residing at the time soul! 
of the southerly line of Dallas, be rejected and disallowed, 

Mr. STRONG said, that in the discharge of the 
duty which devolved upon him as chairman of the 
Committee of Elections, he d to submit to 
the House, in as intelligible terms as it was poss 
ble for him to use, the facts as they appeared from 
the evidence which had been p before the 
committee, and which it was necessary for the 
House to consider in order to come to a just con 
clusion in ‘to the merits of this ese; and in 
doing this he should confine himself to the law 
and the evidence. He was fully aware that there 
was much in the testimony which had been sub- 


| Upon reviewing the conclusions thus submitted, the eor- || mitted which would, in all human probability, give 
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ress of the proceed- 


iscussion in the pr 
rise to a ulated to enlist on 


d which would be 


ingtr Oe or the other the prejudices of members of 
= House. This was always the case. 
would ve 


tion had ever been _presented for adjudication in 
his House, or In any other legislative body, in 
hich a great deal of testimony had not been in- 
: a sort of make-weight, and which 
should not be permitted to have any influence 
whatever in leading the House to a conclusion. 
The jegislative body, which by the Constitution 
was made the tribunal for determining all ques- 
yons touching the election of its members, was too 
ant to be regarded as a jury; and gentlemen well 
inew how common it was in courts of law. to 
hrow before the jury matters which had really no 
bearing either upon one side or the other of the 
issue to be tried, but which nevertheless was in- 
tended to create In the minds of the jury a preju- 
dice against one or the other of the parties; and in 


troduced a8 


exa 


extraneous matter had been introduced in order to 
bing the House to a certain desired conclusion, 
{i required firmness, integrity, reflection, and men- 
ial diseipline in either a court of law or in a body 
like this, to sepe«ta those things which were im- 
material from those which should influence either 
a jury or Hus Elouse in arriving at a correct con- 


clusion. 


He begged leave, before proceeding particularly | 


to examine the testimony in the case, to call the 
aiention of the House to a few of those consid- 
erations which shouid not be lost sight of, if they 
would arrive at a correct decision, It should not 


be forgotten that this was a judicial investigation; | 


that they were acting as judges, and that they 
were not ut liberty to exercise any discretion; that 
whatever might be their opinions regarding the 
law, they must only take it as they found it, and 
not as they desire it to be; and that they must take 
the facts as they were detailed before them in evi- 
dence,and after the application of the law to those 
facts, arrive, if possible, at a just conclusion. 
And itshould not be forgotten, moreover, that this 
question inust be decided according to the laws of 
lowa, In every contested election, the question to 
be determined was—who had received the greatest 
number of legal votes, polled in the manner, at 
the time, and at the place prescribed by the law of 
the State from which the representative claimed to 
come? And the question to be decided in this 
case. was, what number of legal votes—votes 
which were in accordance with the statutes of 
lowa—had been received by the candidates re- 
spectively. It was necessary, then, that they 
should look at the action of the State of Iowa in 
reference to the subject, and ascertain what her 
constitution and laws prescribed, and be governed 
by those laws in the decision of the case, and not 
by any laws regarding elections which might be 
found elsewhere. 

The Constitution of the United States, he con- 
tinued, has expressly reserved to the States the 
power to prescribe the qualification of voters, with 
no other restriction than that those who are per- 
muted to vote for Representatives in this body 
shall have the same qualification as’ those who 
vole for members of the most numerous branch 


of the State Legislature. The Constitution has || 


also reserved to the States the right to prescrive 
the time when the election shall be held, the places 
atwhich they shall be held, and the manner in 
whieh the votes shall be given; and we are not at 
liberty to aay that a vote shall be counted asa 
legal vote which has. not been given at the time, at 
the place, and im the manner prescribed by the 
State. In the progress of this investigation, then, 
we are to look at what the State of lowa has done, 
at the prescription she has made in regard to the 
ume, place and manner of holding the election. 
And permit me to say, at the outset, that we are 
hot to look at what may have been the intention of 
any portion of the electors, Considerations of that 

cannot govern us. We are to ascertain what 
the Legislature of the State has prescribed, and to 
that we are bound to adhere. Why, sir, if it 
were not so, what would your constitutionai pro- 
Vision in reference 
this body is at liberty to say that a vote may be 


Sie eee 


void the expresa p the. 





He 
nture to say that no case of contested elec- 


mining the action of this House in past cases, | 
F iehad been surprised to find to what an extent | 








| ment of the constitutional right of the State of 








| existed on the ground. of informalny. Respecting 
| the vote of the county of Chariton, the same might | 
‘be said, The fourth point that was raised in the | 

case was, that seven votes given in Marion coun- || 


to this subject be worth? If) first was u 
ore | that the voles given in 


| tions—having said 
| them to decide on, which of these two candidates, 


| committee. It might be proper for him, however, 


| manner of voting, but which had relation merely 
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Constitution of the United States, which declares | 
that the times, places, and manner of holding | 
elections for Senators and resentatives shall be | 
escribed in each State by the Legislature thereof? | 
ppose a voter should mistake the day of elec- | 
tion, and offer his vote on the wrong day; it might 
be an honest and unintentional mistake, but could | 
his vote be counted without a disregard of the || 
constitutional right of lowa to prescribe the time | 
when the votes shal! be given? l} 
Again: a State having the right to prescribe the | 
manner in which the votes shall be given, declares 
that it shall be by ballot. An elector goes to the | 
polls, and instead of depositing his ballot, declares 
orally for which candidate he wishes to vote; | 
can the vote be received? The power to prescribe 
the manner in which: the votes shall be given be- 
ing in the State, this body is precluded from 
counting such votes as are not given in the man- | 
ner prescribed by the State; and so it is precisely in 


| regard to the place of holding the elections; this | 


body has no right to count a vote that has been | 
given at the wrong place. We have, then, to 
threw out of the consideration, entirely every 
question as to intention, whether the voter whose 
vote is claimed to be counted supposed that he | 
was voting correctly, and according to law, or || 
whether he did not. 

Having made these few preliminary observa- 
that the only question for 


Mr. Thompson or Mr. Milier has received the 
greater number of legal votes polled at the time, at | 
the place, and in the manner prescribed by the | 
laws of lowa, he would proceed now to examine, || 
for a moment, the testimony that was applicable | 
to the case. 

There were seven questions, he said, which | 
had been submitted to the Committee on Elections, 
and upen only four of them was there any serious 
difference of opinion among the members of the 


as he designed to confine himself to the facts and 
the law of the case, to refer to each one of the | 
seven questions which were presented for their 
consideration. 

In the first place, it was claimed that the White 
Oak county vote should be rejected, on the ground 
that the judges of election had not been sworn. | 
This was a matter which did not pertain to the 


to she manner of courfting the votes. It was per- 
fectly within the power of the House to waive any 
informality in regard to the return of the votes, | 
although it was not in their power to do so in re- 
gard to the manner of voting, without an infringe- 


lowa. The judges of election in that county were 
not, in point of fact, sworn; and this was the only 


| difficulty. They had returned the number of votes 
| that were givea aud for whom they were given; 


but they had not made the return under oath. | 
This, he contended, was a matter which it was per- | 
fectly competent for this body to weigh and deter- 
mine at their discretion, because it was not among 
the reserved rights of the State, and the practice 


| of this House iad always been to count such votes 


where it appeared that the officers had actually been | 
sworn, although there was no certificate that they | 
had been sworn. The votes of this county were, | 
however, rejected by the committee. In regard to | 
Wells county, he observed that the minority in | 
their report ciaimed considerable credit for aliow- 

ing the vote of that county, although an objection | 


ty were given for Daniel Miller, instead of Daniel | 
. Miller. In regard to the propriety of admitting | 


them, however, there was no di erence of opinion. 1 
There was sufficient to designate for whom the || 
votes were cast, And it was a well-settled prin- | 


ciple of law that the middle letter was no part of | 
a man’s hame. Ip a court of law he might be | 
sued as Daniel Miller, 

Three questions then remained for the commit- 
tee to determine—and they were questions upon | 
which the degisionof this case must rest. ibe | 
oth an ion by the contestant, | 


natend moe ville must paarepes | 

a3 votes ¢ Monroe . ow 

cheoemenn thaeae tps cet ahem i they 
part 
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Monroe county proper; it was from one hundred 
and twenty-five to one hundred and fifty milea 
from any part of Monroe county. As the eastern 
portion of the State had been first settled, it had 
been the practice to attach to the organized cown- 
ties the few scattering inhabitants residing on 
lands lying west of such counties for election, 
revenue, and judicial purposes. Monroe county 
was one of the border counties, and by act of the 
Legislature the country lying west of it was at- 
tached to that county for the purposes he had men- 
tioned. But Kanesville, the place where the ma- 
jority of the voters lived, was not west of Monroe 
county, and was never atlached to it for any pure 
pose whatever;: yet it was claimed that these votes 
should be counted as a part of the votes.of Mon- 
roe county. Mr. 8, referred to and read from the 
testimony iaken by the committee, to show that 
Kanesville did not constitute a part of Monroe 
county, but that if it belonged to any, it belonged 
to Mahaska county; and contended that these 
voters ought to have voted in some precinet of the 
latter county. It being established beyond a doubt 
that Kanesville, and the country where these voters 
livad, had never been attached to Monroe county, 
he asked how it could be claimed that these votes 
should be counted as part of the votes of Monroe 
county? The constitution of lowa required that 








| the votes should be counted only in the county in 
| which the voters resided, 


These votes theretore, 
could not be counted with those of Monroe county. 


| He contended fur:her, that the judges of election 


at Kanesville were not appointed by legal author- 
ity, arid that the election was held ai that place 
without authority, and being without authority, 
the commissioners had no power to adminisier 
oaths to the judges of election; that the oaths thus 
administered were extra-judicial, and that perjury 


could not beassigned upon them. The election, 


| then, was not held in the manner prescribed by the 


State; and unless the constitutional provision upon 
this point were to be disregarded these votes must 
be rejected. 

He was aware that he should’not be able, in the 
course of the time allotted to him, to diseuas these 
various questions as fully as he would be glad wo 
do; he would pass, therefore, from this question, 


| about which he thought the House could scarce ly 


entertain a doubt, viz., that those persons living at 


| Kanesville had no right to vote in Monroe county 
|| or to have. their votes counted with those of Mon- 


roe county at all, inasmuch as they had never 
been attached to that county. It was perfeetiy 
immaterial whether these voters supposed they 
had a right to vote in Monroe county or not; the 
law required that they should vote in the county 
in which they resided, or to which they were al- 
tached. Their right to vote was governed by act- 
ual residence, and not by what their supposition 
might be. But it was said that these persons all 
resided within the congressional district, and that 
it was unimportant therefore in what county thew 
votes were counted, ‘This amounted to the very 
thing against which he was contending. kt wasan 
assertion of the power of this House to disregard 
entirely a constitutional restriction, ‘They cowid 
not come to such conclusion without denying vir- 
tually to the State of lowa the power which the 
| Constitution conferred upon her, to fix the place at 
which the votes should be given. A man who 
resided at A could not go and vote at B, although 
it might be within the same congressional disiriet, 
because it was under a constitutional privilege thet 
he voted at all, and it was important that tie provise 
ions of State authority should, in such vases, be 
carefully observed, for they weré the best preserv- 
'atives against frauds. If aman had anght to 
vote, his mght was known at the place where he 
resided, but if he might go abroad and vote else- 
where, and among strangers, there would be no 
means of detecting illegal votes—of discovering 
whether a man had voted two or three times at 
the same election, or whether he had voted but 
| once. 
| _Buthe did not rest his argument upon consider- 
ations of policy. He maintained that no man had 


\ a right to vote at any other place than in the coun» 


| ty in which he resided at the time of the election; 

| and if so, then clearly they could have no right to 

count his vole anywhere else, no matter whether 

he voted under a mistake, or whether he voted in 
the same congressional district or not. 

| Again: it was argued that this Hcuse ought to 

| count those votes, notwithstanding th 


@ Posie. 
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rovision of the constitution of the State of Iowa, 
Ceadabe Kanesville, it was said, was de facto with- 
in the jarisdiction of Monroe county. This posi- 
tion he denied in toto. He denied that it was 
under the jurisdiction of Monroe county. [Mr. 
8. read again from the testimony taken by the 
committee. ] 

But even if it were within that jurisdiction, it 
would not establish the fact that the election ought 
to be held there. He admitted that the fact of 
jurisdiction was good in some cases, as regarded 
past transactions; but it was never so as regarded 
transactions to take place in future. 

After all, it resolved itself into the simple ques- 
tion, What did the constitution of the State of 
lowa prescribe; Did it give to these men the 
right to vote in Monroe county ? 
stitution did not give them the right, no matter 
what was done by them, or by anybody else, the 
had no elective franchise there at all. And let it 
not be said that this would disfranchise these peo- 
le residing at Kanesville; it did no such thing. 

"here were places where they might have voted 
under the constitution and laws of the State, and 
if they had so voted, their votes would have béen 
potential; but, inasmuch as they chose to vote at 
a place not prescribed by the constitution and laws 
of towa, their votes were not legal votes. 

He had endeavored to look at this question in a 
legal point of view, and it was, to his mind, per- 
fectly clear, that if they were to undertake to 
count these votes, it would in effect prostrate the 
constitutional power of Iowa to prescribe the 
places where the votes should be given. 

Mr. 8. then adverted to the fifty-six votes of 
Dallas county, which were proposed to be re- 
jected. The committee (he said) had decided, 
almost unanimously, that these votes should be 
rejected. The evidence was as clear as sun- 
light itself, that all these voters lived south of Dal- 
las county line. 

He regretted that he had not sufficient time to 


A 


enlarge somewhat upon this part of the case; but || 


he begged leave to call the attention of gentlemen 
to the report of the committee, which expressed 
his views quite as fully perhaps as it was neces- 
sary to give them. Let it not be said that in the 
views which he had taken he had relied upon 
technicalities; though he knew it was so stated in 
the report of the minority. Was it a technicality 
to require that the votes should be given at the 
timea, and places, and in the manner prescribed 
by law for holding the elections? And yet that 
was all that he required in this case. He relied 
upon no technicality. To say that his position 


was one which rested upon technicalities, was a | 
perversion of terms, a perversion of the use of || 
it was important that the right of the | 


worda. 
State of lowa to fix the time, place, and manner 
of holding elections in that State should be duly 
recognized. It was only by considering the case 
in this point of view, that they could arrive at a 
legitimate conclusion, and decide the question, as 


they were bound to decide it, under the Constitu- | 


tion, by which this House was constituted the 
judge of the election and return of its own mem- 


rs. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, argued in sub- 
stance: 

lst. The seven propositions made out and voted 
upon in committee elected Miller—the seven is- 
sues were made out under the direction and con: 
trol of the chairman. If the votes were counted 


out according to the issues so made* and as ac- | 


tually decided by committee, Miller was elected; 
yet a perfect non-sequiter, a most lame and illogi- 
cal conclusion is come to, viz: that all the parts 


are not equal to the whole; and that although, | 


when upon each particular issue when decided, 
the votes are counted, ard each and eve 
cowated according to the princinie governing its 
class, yet the majority thus ascertained for Miller 
does not elect him, &c., &c. 
— acts alluded to are here given. ] 

actof of 1842, directing Congress- 
men to be elected by districts, and the act of lowa, 
in pursuance thereof, excluded Boone township, 
in Dallas county. This township is not within 
the congressional district, as laid off by the State 
of lowa. It is not {another uncounted | 
township —— to the district, as by act of | 
Congress directed. It is out of the district, and is 
not 


evunty and another precinct in Boone 


uncounted or not counted atallas a 


» when 


For if the con- | 


vote | 
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| jin fact in the same law were attached to Polk ! 


county. ‘To turn the scale is it fair, is it just, to 

count in a district vote at a precinct not contiguous 
| to the district and not embraced in the district as 
|| laid down by aw? No law or constitutional prin- 
|| ciple of fowa is violated; no county is divided by 
| the districting’ act of lowa; and then wherefore 
|| put Brenus’ foot in the scale? 
| ‘The majority of legal qualified voters in the dis- 
| trict as laid off, voted for Miller. They voted where 
| the candidates, the people, and the officers of law 

thought they should vote. 


tion, acted, voted, electioneered, and got all the 
| votes they could at Kanesville. The parties were 


committed for this as the proper and right place of | 
voting, the people so recognized it, and in fact | 


| everybody so understood it. It was de facto and 
| and in truth under the control and jurisdiction of 
| Monroe county. 


and legal votes all of them. The people, the par- 


ties, the law officers, and everybody believed and | 


| thought properly taken. ‘The technicality now is 
an afterthought, and based on an after run line. 


This fact is not, and connot, be denied, that a || rather radical, rather revolutionary, or too consery.. 


majority of the legal voters, whites over twenty- || ative and particular, | do not know which, to yp. 


| one years of age, residing in the district, voted for 
Miller. 
| the chairman expect todisfranchise a congressional 
| district of lowa, and more than disfranchise it— 
| not only stifle its vote and voice, but actualiy 
| have it misrepsented? The Democracy did not 
act thus in the New Jersey case, over State seals 
and Governor’s certificates—they said the will of 
| the majority should prevail; and yet this is a much 
| clearer and stronger case. 
‘lay the law up by the side of the facts, and place 
| the geography and the proof in the case in juxta- 
|| position. 
|| jury, we could not doubt what would be the ver- 
dict. 
{Here Mr. T., speaking from the rostrum, ex- 


| hibited a map of lowa, and read from the laws of | 


| lowa, and the evidence as applicable to the case. 


|The map or delineation of the country, and the | 


| remarks in connection with it, cannot be now re- 
| ported. ] . 

| He only had time to allude to the vote in Boone 
| township, in Dallas county—this he considered too 
| clear to be further alluded to. It was useless to 
| discuss further, or more thaff this and the Kanes- 
|} ville votes, for if they were for Miller, he was 
\| elected by the admission of all, and even if b 
|| possibility Boone township could be donated, 
|| Miller was no doubt still elected by a majority of 
the legal voters of the district. The strained quib- 
bles about the place of voting, might do in a. con- 


Tuompson’s friends, | 
the sheriff, a majority of the judges of the elec- 


The votes were taken by the | 


| proper officers of the election, taken fairly, good | 


By technically sticking in the bark, does | 


The House ought to | 


if it were a case of ejectment beiore a | 


j 








test about the return, or the right to a seat in Par- | 


liament under the old rotten-borongh English 
system. 


|| the venue or an alibi; but in the face of manifest 
right, to cripple the elective franchise, and against 
|| all equity, to stifle and drown the voice of Kanes- 
ville, is surely undemocratic, anti-republican, 
| against the former decisions of this House, and 

| against manifest right. 
| Concede to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
| [Mr. Srrone] everything he claims, and yet when 
the Boone township vote is rejected and the 
Kanesville vote received, Miller is elected. Upon 
these two points or issues the committee voted 
in Miller’s favor. I wall not fatigue the House 
'| with arithmetical additions and subtractions—all 
|| admit the case narrows itself down to three points. 
If the two | have discussed are against the incum- 
bent, he should be ousted. 1 concur with the 
chairman, that it is unhecessary to draw into this 
discussion extraneous matter. What, upon a 
question of expulsion, ought to be the judgment 
of the House for the alleged connection of the 
| incumbent with the abstraction of the Kanesville 
| eae is not now involved in this contest, and 
therefore will not speak of it. lt seems to me 
one or two propositions conclusive of the case are 

. \ . . 

obvious. The Boone township, in Dallas county, 
is not in the congressional district, nor contigu- 





ous, nor exactly west or north of it; gor is Dallas 


county, in fact or law, Polk county. 

i do not think there can be a sensible pretext or 
color of right claimed to admit these votes. As to 
Kanesville, | have already spoken; it lies west- 
wardly from Monroe, was io atwached to it for 


A tortfeasor or trespasser might at law | 
|| cavil about the locus in quo, or a felon suckle about | 
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election pu trol and jurisdicti 
this matter of elections was de facto irtiaen : 
Monroe; no other county, either de jure or de fe YY 
exercised Fuss instiname parties, voters, one” 
recognized and are committed to it as proper a 
right, and when the laws of fowa are examined ¢ 
cumulative acts or remedial statutes, and an e . 
table and justinterpretation given to them, Tuom ; 
son will be amoved and Miller rightfully adjudesa 
to be entitled to the disputed seat. “_ 
There is atrite saying, ** that nobod 
is Governor until after the election” —this, | hard! 
think, can be said of Congressmen, for it dete 
even after the election, the man having a majority 
of votes may not be elected, and even after th 
election it cannot be told who is the member, ¢, vs 
gress once or twice has sent the contestants back 
to the people; and whether they meant to stukif 
themselves by deciding that they could not tel 
what votes were, good or bad, or could not count 
them and tell who received the most, I wil! not 
undertake to say. But to me it seems, althongh 
just now they have disfranchised half the electors 
in France, and from it, | presume, in due time 
will have a revolution—it seems to me, | repeat, 


y knows who 


dertake to decide in this country, that a mMajorit 
of the legal qualified voters within the congressional 


| district, given bona fide, fairly and justly toa cap. 


didate, does not electhim. Precedents and former 
decisions may have, and perhaps ought to have 
but little weight; but l*hope with dignity, ius. 


tice, and not by partisan feeling, this case will be 


decided. 

Mr. McDONALD said, he desired to say a few 
words on this question, in addition to what had 
been so ably said by the gentleman from Pennsy|. 
vania, the chairman of the Committee of Elections, 
He desired to treat the subject fairly and dispas. 
sionately, divested of all political prejudices and 
partisan feelings. And as he was now to be called 
on to give his judgment, under the sacred obliga. 
tions of his solemn oath, he trusted he should be 
able to acquit himself as a sworn juror feels bound 
to do when called on to render his honest verdict 
in the case before him. 

He expressed his regret that it had become too 
inuch the practice to suffer party feelings to influ. 
ence us when called on to decide cases of 
this character. The Constitution under which we 
act clothes us with power to judge of the qualif- 


| cations of members of this House; and it imposes 


this as a duty upon us, from which there is no 
escape. But in rendering our decisions, we are to 
go tothe law and the testimony, and we cannot go 
a step beyond that. , 
The question now presented to the House had 
settled down to three mooted points. All the 
minor matters in controversy seem to have been 
disposed of. The first of these relates to the ad- 
mission of the votes of Boone county. It is alleged 
in the report of the minority of the committee, 
‘* this township of Boone and the county of Boone 
are in fact not in the first, but in the second con- 
ressional district of lowa.” And his friend from 
entucky, [Mr. THompson,] who had just taken 
his seat, seemed to suppose that he had established 
this fact beyond the reach of controversy. On this 
point, however, he (Mr. McD.) came to a differ- 
ent conclusion; and if every point which was con 
troverted here was as clear to his judgment 4s 
this, he should never feel much difficulty in coming 
to a decision. What was it? The constitution 
of lowa contains this provision: ‘No county 
shall be divided in forming a congressional, sene- 
torial, or representative district.’” And it further 
provides that ** any country attached to any county 
for judicial purposes, shall, unless otherwise pro- 
vided for, be considered as forming a part of said 
county for election purposes.” a statute of 
the Legislature of Iowa, of January 17, 1846, the 
counties of Boone, Story, and Dallas, were attached 
to Polk county. In view of all these facts, be 
called on the gentlemen who had prepared and 
endorsed this minority report, to say how they 
could decide that the votes of the citizens of Boone 
county shall be excluded, without dividing the 
country which the constitution declares shall form 
a part of the county, and thus overriding the laws 
of the State of lowa. The minority report s4y$ 
that Boone is not to be a edi 
Polk county “ for revenue, election, 
purposes,”’ while the constitution of ows declares 
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at it shall for all such purposes be considered a 


the county. 
MO OL ES here interposed a question, which 
was not heard. ° 
Mr. McDONALD (resuming) referred to a por- 
nof the remarks of the gentleman from Ken- 


tio ! ? 
tucky, on the subject of the course which the lines 
yun, which he thought very facetious. Because 


the act of the Legislature of lowa, dividing the 
State into two congressional districts, added to the 


second congressional district “all the country || 


north of a line from the northwest corner of the | 
county of Polk, running west to the Missouri | 
river,” he insisted that Boone could not be re- 
garded as @ portion of the first congressional dis- 
ict. But if the gentleman found any looseness 
in the latter part of this section, there could be no 
doubt of the meaning of the constitutional pro- 
yision, that “ any country attached to any county 
for judicial purposes shall, unless otherwise pro- 
vided for, be considered as forming a part of said 
county,” &e. For the purpose of holding elec- 
tions, it is necessary that there should have been 
some provision made for the citizens of Boone to 
reurn their votes for Congress elsewhere, if it was | 
mot to be considered as attached to the county; and 
it was not pretended that any other place had been | 
appointed for the county of Boone. The law had 





not provided any Separate precinct, and they were i] 


to be regarded as part of the county of Polk, | 
“yntil otherwise provided for.’’ 
This was the first point made by the minority 
of the committee in their report, and, to his mind, 
nothing could be more clearand conclusive against 
it than the constitutional and legislative provisions | 
of the State. The gentleman from Kentucky | 
had indulged in some facetious remarks to the | 
chairman of the committee, charging him with | 
speaking like a lawyer. Now, in his opinion, it | 
was much better that this question should be dis- | 
cussed in the spirit of a lawyer, than in that of a 
politician. While we stick to the law and the 
testimony, we shall most probably go right; but | 
if weare to suffer ourselves to be influenced by | 
political considerations, it was impossible to see | 
whither they may not lead us. 
The second proposition, which had led to a di- | 
versity of opinion in the committee, was. in refer- | 
ence to the votes in Dallas county. The testimony 
proved that there were fifty-two persons who went | 
to the polls at Dallas county, and voted there, 
who, it is contended, were not legal voters, be- 
cxuse they lived south of the southerly line of 


Dallas county. And the committee with ee 


unanimity adopted the following resolution, which 
is imbodied in the minority report: 


“Resolved, That the votes cast in the county of Dallas, by 


persons proved to have been residing, at the time, south of | 


the southerly line of Dallas, be rejected and disallowed.” 


The position laid down in this resolution is un- 
doubtedly correct, and cann6t be successfully con- 
troverted. 

Mr. VAN DYKE asked how the gentleman 
could show that the rejection of these votes was 
the act of the minority ? 
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'| liam Picket came there. 


| 

| 
| 
} 


and I maintain it is—if these persons are to be 
rejected because they resided south of a certain | 
line—how is it that the committee have come to 
the conclusion that the votes of persons coming 
from beyond the northern line of Monroe county, | 
and given at Kanesville, shall be admitted asa part | 
of the Monroe county vote? If the principle be | 
good as relates to Dallas county, it is equally good 
as relates to Monroe. 
had a right to vote in Monroe county, the people 
south of Dallas had a right to vote in Dallas. | 
| The people of Kanesville ought to be excluded as 
much as those of Dallas. 
| The report of the minority says that “ although 


| between the county of Monroe and the country 
lying north of it, yet there was an understood 
line, a claimed line, an admitted line.”” Now, he 
| had tried to find out where this understood line, 
this imaginary line could be traced, but he had 
come to the conclusion that it existed nowhere 
but in the brains of the gentlemen who prepared | 
this report. 
The fact appears to be, that a number of Mor- 
mons came and settled at Kanesville, and held no 
| intercourse with the other citizens of the State. 
About the month of June or July, 1848, one Wil- 
He was originally from 
Illinois. From Kanesville he started to the east- | 
| ern tier of counties to effect an organization of 
this Mormon precinct, and the next we hear of 
him is at the house of one Townsend, and consult- 
| ing with him about the organization of an-election | 
precinct at Kanesville. Here is the evidence, 
which every member can read. It seems that 
there was no other person who knew an 
about the location of Kanesville. Orson 
| when asked if Kanesville was not understood to 
| be west of Monroe county, replied, “ that he did 
| not hear much said about it.” 


| 





When the com 
| he wanted the precinct, he said at Kanesville, 
| which he believed was dae west from Monroe 
| county. 

He proceeded to reply to the argument of the 
minority, in their report, that the sitting member 
was estopped from resisting the admission of the 
votes given at Kanesville, because everything was 

| fairly conducted, and the poll-book was kept 


with more than usual care and regularity. He 


| were mere wanderers, in search of ahome. The 
| testimony of Orson Hyde proved, that they only 
looked on Kanesville as a stopping-place, on their 


gard Kanesville as their permanent location. They 
had determined to make their home on the Salt Lake. 
They were collected, as the testimony proves, from 
all parts of the United States, and from the differ- 
ent quarters of the world. A large portion went 
from the State of Missouri. They hetd no inter- 





Mr. McDONALD said he would reply to that. 
The question was taken in the committee on re- 


the elective franchise. This Picket met Orson 


jecting these votes, and was decided in the affirra- || Hyde on the plains, while on his way to his po- 


ative—ayes 7, noes 2—the affirmatives being 
Messrs. S. W. Harris, I. G. Harris, Disney, 
Vaw Dyxe, Asne, and Strona; the negatives 
Messrs. McGaveney and Anprews. Thus the 
committee had almost unanimously decided that 
Persons living west of Dallas county, if they re- 
sided south of the southerly line of the county, 
ad no right to vote at a precinct in said county; 
and that all such votes so cast should be rejected. 
Mr. VAN DYKE reminded the gentleman that 
there was not one of the resolutions submitted in 
the report which was not adopted by a majority 
of the members of the committee. There was no 
vote of the minority. 
Mr. McDONALD insisted that the minority 
a resolution at the end of their report 
that the votes given in Dallas county by persons 
residing south of the southerly line of the county 
should be rejected. It had been shown, that by 
. laws of the State, all territory lying west of 
heen was attached to the county for revenue, 
% ae and election purposes. ‘[hese gentlemen 
dhe ne the report of ghe minority have de- 
correctly li south of the 


| litical mission. That mission (Mr. McD. said) 
was, to organize a Whig precinct at Kanesville— 
intimating that he had been led to do this in con- 
sequence of an arrangement made between him 





missioners of Monroe county asked Picket where | 


contended that the people of Kanesville had no right | 
to the exercise of the franchise, inasmuch as they | 


If the people of Kanesville || 





| there’ was at the time no governmental line run || 
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Federal city—the one in search of votes, the other 


im search of a printing office; and both, it seems 


| from the testimony before us, were successful. 
|| Hyde is not certain that his letrer to Truman 


Smith was of any service to him; but if Mr, War- 
ren was examined, I doubt whether he could say 
as much, in reference to the letter from Flyde to 


|| the church. So much for that part of the minority 


report that claims that all was fair in the organiza- 


| tion and subsequent election at Kanesville, and for 


the insinuation that the friends of the sitting mem- 
ber had produced it. 

But Mr. McD. contended that these Mormons 
were not citizens of the State of lowa, within the 
meaning of her constitution and laws, and he 


| expressed his determination not to vote for an 


| journey to the Valley of the Salt Lake, which was | 
| theirultimate destination. The Mormons did not re- | 


course with the citizens of Monroe county. Driven | 
| away from Illinois, they seemed to have been | 
all at once impressed with a sense of the value of | 


and Mr. Fitz Henry Warren, who was chairman | 


of the State executive committee. He alleged, 
that according to report, Mr. Warren had advanced 


Picket $2,000, to promote the object of his mis- || 


sion; although, from a letter published with the 
testimony, Mr. Warren makes it appear that the 


otten up under the management of Fitz Henry 
Sweden eal 


central committee of lowa. But the evidence does || miles in one county, and two in another. 


ye 
yde, || 


extension of the elective franchise to such wan- 
derers as these. He regarded the law as only 


|| conferring the right on those who had not merely 


a domicil, but a residence and interest in the coun- 
try. Ifacitizen of the United States goes abroad; 
and chooses to wander through foreign countriee, 
when he returns home he is not treated as an alien, 
but resumes the rights he had temporarily laid 
down. Butif an alien comes here to settle, and 
does not become a citizen of the United States in 
due form of law, he is not entitled to participate in 
the franchise which belongs to a citizen, How, 
then, shall it be argued that we ought to allow 
these wandering Mormons—colleeted from all 
countries, and fixed to no particular spot—to vote 
at the polis? Does their case present itself to os 
in so strong an aspect as to induce us to trample 
on the laws of the State of lowa, for the purpose 
of admitting them to vote? 

He then proceeded to notice the last part of the 
minority report; and here he was surprised at the 


nature and character of the allegations and aszer- 


tions. [tis the peculiar province of a report to 
place before the House facts as they exist, without 
any attempt te garble and conceal anything that it 
is material for the House to know; and yet in the 


| concluding part of this minority report we find a 
| total departure from every principle of fairness, 
| with the view of including in the count as many 


of the Mormon voters as went from the south- 
west of Dallas county into «hat county and voted 
as possible. The minority report makes this 


| singular and unwarrantable statement—** Now if 
| Marion county be twenty nilles wide from north to 


| just six miles in extent. 


south, then these voters resided in fact in Dafles,”’ 
and that, too, when the gentleman who drafted it 
had before him positive proof that Marion county 
was just twenty-four miles wide from north to 
south, as designated by congressional townships, 
being just four townships in width, each of which, 
as every man of ordinary information knows, ts 
But the framer of this 
report, in the face of this evidence is willing, on his 


| own responsibility, to clip four miles off one side 
| of an organized county in order to make it appear 


that certain admitted illegal votes were legal. But 
this is notall: he proceeds to say inthis report, 
‘that if Kanesville has been properly located by 
the sitting member, and if Monroe be more than 
twenty miles wide, of which we have fo certain 
evidence, then these votes are brought so near the 


| line as to render it impossible to determine that 


| they lived south of the line.” 


Here again, the 


| framer of this report undertakes to slur ever the 


| evidence, for the purpose of creating a false impres- 
| sion as to the extent of Monroe county; he says, 


“if Monroe county be more than twenty miles 
wide, of which we have no certain evidence,’’— 
| then why assert hypothetically that it is, if there is 
no evidence of it? But there is evidence, not that 
| Monroe county is more than twenty miles wide, 


|| but that it is only eighteen wide, no more and no 
whole amount furnished him was $140. Thus, so | less, being three congressional townships in ex- 
far from this being an organization, made by the || tent; and the framer of this report had the evidence 
political friends of the sitting member, it was one || before him, if he had chosen to examme it; but 


for sand to include votes that he 


party pu 


paid for outot the funds of the Whig || admitted to be illegal, he makes a difference of four 


What 


not end here. Orson Hyde, presiding elder of the || confidence is to be placed in a report that discloses 


Mormon church, at Kanesville, according to his 
own testimony, wrote an epistie to the Kanesville 


church, and sent it by the band of Fitz Henry || plish party purposes? 


| 


such a total disregard of the evidence, and such am 
evident design to warp the testimony to accom- 
it is altogether unworthy 


Warren, urging the Mormons to vote the Whig || of respect, and its conclusions are not deserving of 


ticket. And 


r. Warren wrote a ‘friendly letter || any confidence. 


of introduction,” in behalf of Elyde, to Mr. Tru- | 


e would not detain the House longer. He 


man Smith, Senator fof the United States. Thus | reiterated, in conclusion, that if the persons resi- 
ding south of Dallas county were not entijled to 
vote, then those residing north of Monroe county 


armed, they each started on their respective jour- 
neya: Mr. Warten to Kamseville, and Hyde to the 


| 
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ought to be rejected. The voters in both counties 
were, doubtless, acting in the belief that they were 
legally exercising their privilege as citizens; but 
if the right of one portion isto be denied, the 
right of the other must also be refused. He trusted 
that, in their eagerness to preserve the right 
of the elective franchise, gentlemen would not per- 
mit themselves to be carried so far as to override 
the constitution and the laws of the State of lowa. 

He concluded with calling on the House to throw 
aside all party and political prejudices, and to de- 
cide this question on its merits. 

Mr. McGAUGHEY obtained the floor, and 
yielded to a motion that the House adjourn. 

Which was agreed to, 

And the House adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &c. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were 
presented under the rule, and referred to the appro- 
priate committees: 

By Mr. MATTESON : The petition of Doctor John Me- 
Cali and 15 other surgeons and physicians of Utica, Oneida 
county, New York, in behalf of the medical officers of the 
navy. 

hy Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of William Davis and 
86 other citizens of Montgomery county, Pennsylvania, 
praying Congress so to amend the revenue law of 1846 that 
the prosperity of the country and the dignity of labor may 
be preserved and perpetuated. 

ty Mr. MANN, of Pennsylvania: The petition of Samuel 
Heddon, Peter Barmhard, and 107 others; the petition of 
Thomas Robison, George Biankly, and 41 others; and the 
petition of John L. Grove, Joshua Hixon, and 63 others, 
cilizens of Bedford county, Peun-ylvauia, praying fer a mail- 
route from Bloody Run, Bedford county, Pennsylvania, via 
Clearville, Robison, and Wartordsburg, to Hancock, Mary- 
land, a distance of 35 miles. 

By Mr. HOWE: The petition of D. C. Byens and 39 
others, citizens of Mercer county, Pennsylvania, praying 
Congress to repeal or modify-the tariff of 1846—change of 
the system of ad valorem to specific duties of sufficient 
amount to pretect the labor and capital of the country. 

By Mc. NELSON: The petition of A. D, Peck, William 
H. Peck, and 40 others interested in vessels navigating Long 
istand sound, praying that a spar-huoy may be placed on 
Glover's reef, near port Chester, in the county of Westches- 
ter, New Vork. 

By Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee: The petition of 108 cit 
izens of Stewart county, Tennessee, praying for the estab- 
lishment of a mail-route from Dover,in said county, to Con- 
cord, Kentucky. 

Bs Mr. BROWN, of Mi-sissippi: The remonstranee of 
L. K. Barber and 460 otheritizens of the district of lands 
subject to eale at Washington, Mississippi, against the remo- 
val of the land office from Washington to Monticello. 

By Mr. SPAULDING: The memorial of 26 physicians 
and surgeons of Buffaie, New York, praying that the grades 
of the medical officers of the navy shall have the same 
degree of rank relatively to officers of the line in the navy, 
as corresponding grades of medical officers of the fine in 
the army. 

By Mr. CALVIN: The petition of Hugh D. Parker and 
John MeCabe and 29 other citizens of Pennsylvania, pray- 
ing for a modification of the tariff of 1846. 

By Mr. HARALSON: The petition of William T. Wof- 
ford, captain ot company E, Georgia mounted battalion, 
and 55 others of that battalion, remonstrating against the 
delay in the settlement of their claims for horses lost in the 
Mexican war, and praying that some means be devised for 
the more speedy settlement and payment of said claims. 

iy Mr. MecLANABAN: The memorial of passengers on 
board the steamship Falcon, near Chagres, New Granada, 
beund for California, setting forth the grievances and impo- 
sitions practiced upon them by the officers and owners of 
the California line of steamers, and praying Congress for 
immediate action in the premises, to prevent such imposi- 
tions and injustice, 

By Mr. FREEDLEY: The petition of Hiram Corson, M. 
D., and 10 others of the medical faculty of Montgomery 
county, Pennsylvania, asking that the grades of medical 
Officers of the navy ahall have the same degree of rank rel- 
atively to the officers of the tine in the navy, as correspond- 
ing grades of medical officers in the army now possess rel- 
atively vo officers of the line in the army. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepvespay, June 26, 1850. 


The VICE PRESIDENT faid before the Senate 
a communication from the Department of the Inte- 
rior, made in compliance with a resolution of the 
Senate of the 3d instant, calling for information in 
relation to the applications of private claimants to 
the Hot Springs of Arkansas, or lands surround- 
ing those springs, reserved from sale since 1832, 
together with the action of the General Lund Office 
end other executive deparments, 

O« motion of Mr. FELCH, 

That the report and accompanying documents 

be retorred te the Committee on Public Lands. 

The motion to print was then referred to the’ 
Committee on Printing. 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
The VICE P IDENT laid before the Sen- 


ate a memorial from John Vanderlyn, asking per- 
migaicn to erect.in one of the public reservauons 


a asssasss-::-::,-:s;_;,-,--l-:-,--——_— 

















| from North Carolina, in the other House, who 


| singham Wellington, Napoleon Gustavus Vaza, | 


| to the same effect; both of which were received 
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in the city of Washington a building for panoramic 
exhibitions; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Library. 

Mr. MILLER presented a memorial of citizens 
of the State of New Jersey, asking that the bill 
providing for the free navigation of the St. Law- 
rence river may not become a law; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HALE. I have received and present to 
the Senate the petition of citizens of Everetsville, 
in the State of North Carolina, who, being anxious |} 
to remove from our land the greatest cause of dis- \ 
cord, and to secufe the future welfare, harmony, | 
and permanency of the Union, having in view an 
object upon which we believe the great body of all 
parties and of every section of the Union can 
unite, would ask Congress to pass a bill to remove 
from the country all that portion of the African 
race who are both willing and ready to emigrate 
to Africa; that suitable provision be made for their 
real wants for one year after their arrival in 
Africa; and, as a greater inducement to emigrate, 
that a bounty of land be given them on their arri 
val, upon which, with economy and industry, 
they could support themselves. 

In presenting this petition, [ will remark that I 
know nothing myself of its signers, or indeed of 
its genuineness; but I submitted it to a gentleman 





assures me that they are among the most respect- 
able citizens of the State, and that the individual 
heading the petition has given evidence of his 
sincerity in the matter by emancipating and 
making provision for the removal of fifty slaves. 

Mr. HALE also presented a petition from 
Julian De Valeourt, Vicompte De Vaudra: Wal- | 


and other citizens of Highland Hills, New York, 





and ordered to lie on the table. 
THE COMPROMISE BILL IN DELAWARE. 


Mr. WALES. I desire to present ta the Senate || 
the resolutions and proceedings of a public meet- } 
ing in Wilmington, Delaware, favorable to the |/ 
compromise bill now before the Senate. 1 recog- || 
nize among the members of that meeting many | 
highly valued friends, and gentlemen of high | 
worth and intelligence. As the resolutions are | 
short, and very well expressed, | will, if there 1s 
no objection, read them: 


Whereas, in the opinion of this meeting, a great majority 
of the people of the State of Delaware prefer the interests 
of the whole country to the feelings or prejudices of any 
section thereof, the prosperity and happiness of the people 
to the suecess of any partisan or personal measures; the 
maintenance of “ the Union” to the testing of abstract and 
impracticable ideas, and hence desire the speedy termina- || 
tion of the present angry and dangerous conireversy be- | 
tween Opposing sections of our country: Therefore be it | 
resolved— 

Ist. That further prolongation of the agitation and exeite- 
ment which have arisen from the differing views and opin- 
ions of the citizens of the slavebolding and non-slaveholding 
States, in reference to varivus questions connected with the 
institution of slavery, tends to the formation of geographical 
parties, and is therefore hostile and hazardous w the perma- | 

} 





nence of the Federal Union. 
2d. That the people of the State of Delaware believe that | 
a Constitution founded in compromise should be maintained || 
by the exercise of the same spirit of conciliation which \\ 
created it, and thatin the opinion of this meeting the bill || 
wow before the Senate of the United States, reported by |) 
Henry Cray, as chairman of the Committee of ‘Thirteen, 
is founded on the sacrifice of individual and sectional feel- || 
ing? for the advancement of the general welfare, and pre- 
sents the most practicable mode of adjusting questions | 
i 
i 
| 


| 
| 
| 





which cannot be settled except by compromise. 

3d. That the interests of Delaware imperatively demand 
that her Senators and Representatives in Congress should 
use their best exertions to secure the passage of the “ com- 
promise bill,”’ and that by such a course they will be acting 
tn accordance with the almost unanimous opinion of their 
constituents. 


4th. That the proceedings of this meeting, signed by the 
president, and attested by the secretaries, be published in 
all the papers of the State, and that copies be forwarded by 
the president to our Senators and Representatives in Con- 
egress, with a request that they be presented to the bodies of 
whieh they are respectively members. 

ar I ought to observe that through private 
advices | learn that a meeting of those who are 
unfavorable to the compromise is to be held this 
week, and | may, therefore, have another set of 
resolutions to present before the vote is taken on 
the bill. 

The resolutions were then ordered to lie on the 
table, and the motion to print was referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. WHITCOMB, from the Committee on 
Patents, and the Patent Office, to which was re- 


Doge centage Se 





ferred the House bill for the relief 


June 26, 
— 
snd Teud-Hiascall teperied Gok ese 
: 
amendment. oo a 





BILL ON LEAVE. 

Mr. DOUGLASasked the unanimous co 
the Senate to introduce a bill to establish pos 
routes in the Territory of Oregon. 

No objection having been made, the bil] Was 
read a first and second time by its title, and rp. 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office ang 
Post Roads. 


THE TERRITORY OF NEW MEXICO, 


Mr. FOOTE. I desire to offer the following 
resolution of inquiry: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States pe te 
quesied to intorm the Senate, us early as Practicable, whet). 
er aby person bas been by him appointed Civil oF imijiqs 
goveinor of New Mexico siuce the 4th day of Mareh, loi. 
and, ifso, whether the same individual continues sult w 
act In that Capacity, or whether he has been succeeded 
some olber person’ Also, that be be requested to inform 
the Senate whether the said civil aud military governor has 
rec.ived instrucuons from the Executive, or any depart. 


* 


| ment of the Government, to take measures for tie Organi. 


zation of a State government tor said teriitory, o1 to aid and 
advise the inifabitants within its limits in furtheragce of 


| such orgamizauion; and, turtier, that he be requested jp 


couimunicate to lhe Senate all orders, written or oral 
instructions given to, or correspondence held with, any per. 
son as Civil and military governor in New Mexico oy the 
subjectof said State organization ; and, further, whether 
the tollowing “ proclamation,” viz: . 

* Whereas the people of New Mexico, by public meet 
held in the several counties of this Territory, expresseq g 
desire to hold a convention fur the formauon of a State eon. 
Stitution, and to urge upon Congress the adiaission of this 
Territory into the Union as a State: Thereiore, 1, Jouy 
MunROE, civil ad military governor of the said Territory 
of New Mexico, do hereby direct that the qualified elect 
of said Territory shali assemble at the preciwcis Of their re. 
spective counties on Monday, the 6th day of May next, be. 
tween the rising and the setting of the sun, to vote by batiot 
for delegates to a convention to be held at Santa Fé on 
Monday, the 15th of May next, as tullows: 


For the county of ‘Taos... .. 0... -.ee sees . -3 Delegates, 
“ “ Rio Verba. .cescesceercad “ 
& ss Santa Fé......... <asaeA 3 “ 
sé “ San Miguel.............3  & 
“ 6 Santa Ana........6. suet “ 
6“ s6 RetBNOR. vc aecs oi tintiine sae 
66 se MIOMOEE 6 cp ccnecnsheae 3 “ 


“The prefects shall designate convenient precincts in 
their respective cowuuties, and shall appoint three diwecreet 
persons as judges of elecuon in the several precincts. Uwer- 
wise said elecuon shall be conducted in manuer and form 
as prescribed in the laws of the territory under the ute of 
‘election,’ except that the prefect’s clerk of each couny 
shall, with the assistance of the prefect, examine and cast up 
the vules given io each Candidate ; shall give a certfeae 
ot election to the person having the largest number of votes, 
and shall transmit to the secretary of the ‘Territory, a tar 
abstract of all the votes given, within four days irom the 
day of election. 

* Given under my band, atthe government house, in the 


| eity of Santa Fé, this 23d day ot April, A. D. 1850. 


** JOHN MUNROE, 
Military and Civil Governor of New Mezico.” 
purporting to be issued on the 23d of April, 1850, by Joha 
Munroe, military and civil governor of New Mexico, haus 
been issued under the direcuon and sanction of Uie Pres 
deut. 


Mr. FOOTE. I hope.the Senate will now pro- 
ceed to the consideration of this resolution, and that 
no objection will be offered to it, 

Mr. HALE, 1 object if it will give rise to any 
debate. 

Mr. FOOTE. Will the Senator allow me oue 
remark ? : 

Mr. HALE. I will not object if it will not give 
rise to any debate. 

Mr. FOOTE. I have no idea that it will take 
more than a minute to dispose of the resolutun, 
Senators will have perceived that the prociamatioa 
referred to has been published in all the newspap«rs 
this morning, and without contradiction. 1t ap- 
pears to be authentic, so far as the action of the 
lieutenant-colonel is concerned, | desire to be 
allowed to make an explanation of my movemenis 
this morning, and to say that | gm not inclined 
hastily to condemn any man, and especially high 
government officers, upon mere suspicion, and 
without proof of iniquitous and improper conduct, 
| am very far, and! hope all will so undersiand 
me, from presuming in advance that the President 
of the United States, or any Cabinetofficer, has pat 
ticipated in the transactions which seem already 
have occurred in New Mexico, and | am thereiore 
extremely anxious that the earliest opportupily 
should be afforded to those gentlemen, one and ally 
to acquit themselves from ail charges or suspicion 
in the premises. Ail must perceive that this go¥- 


ernor, this civil and military governor of New 
Mexico, as he styles hirhself, if he really has 
this imation, bas 


as had the daring effrontery (0 
take it, upon himself, without constitutional als 


_ 
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